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TO THE READER, 


You, especially, whose eyes rest on these words,—the writer hereof 
would fain excite your curiosity, or other inducement, to give the 
following brief treatise an attentive perusal. Are you a clergyman ? 
the perusal may raise in your mind some new ideas, and may aid you 
in self-examination ; but if you regard your popularity in the church 
rather than the favor of God, this may produce a struggle with your 
conscience. Are you a church-member ? the perusal of this work 
may serve as a mirror, and make you more zealous for the cause of 
truth. Are you regardless or indifferent to religion ? then you will 
be pleased to learn, by the perusal of this work, that your prospect of 
salvation is equal to that of some of those who make a great show of 
religion. Are you a poor, humble person who, without any popular 
standing in religion, sincerely desires the love and favor of the blessed 
Lord of Glory ? then read and rejoice; for you will assuredly be 
pleased and encouraged, and will be thankful for the Providence that 
has put this humble treatise in your hands : for salvation is free as 
air to all who are free to receive it. 


ESSENTIAL TRUTH. 


The Bible is a genuine and true book, and contains abundance 
of evidence thereof within itself; but such is the arrangement 
and distribution of its precious truths, that while its most 
important precepts are too plain and simple to be misunderstood 
by any one who can read, yet no person, however learned in 
collegiate literature, can discover and understand the wonderful 
beauty and harmony thereof, and the brilliant evidence of the 
divine origin of the sacred volume, but by close application 
and persevering study, and that with sincere desire to learn 
the pure truth. And no person can be sincere in seeking the 
knowledge of truth, unless he practises obedience to those 
divine precepts which are therein taught in the most plain and 
simple language. 

One important and prominent doctrine of the Bible is, that 
no person can properly understand it, nor see the true and 
brilliant light thereof, unless he obeys, or has a disposition to 
obey, the precepts of the gospel—the commandments of Christ. 
It is in vain that men spend years of time at theological insti¬ 
tutions, and in studying the commentaries of bishops, cardinals, 
and doctors of divinity; for unless they obey the command¬ 
ments of Christ, and clear themselves from the sectarian 
superstitions of the popular churches, they can never attain to 
the true light of the scriptures; but will be given to delusions 
and the belief of lies. The Bible is its own interpreter; and 
the prevailing opinion or impression that a knowledge of the 
original languages is requisite to understand the true senso 
of scripture language, is decidedly erroneous; for the divine 
Author of the scriptures well understood what changes and 
variations of language would occur, and has himself overruled 
and directed those changes in such a manner that the light of 
truth is even more readily obtained by an English or Ameri- 
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can Bible student, than it was by the people in whose time 
and language the scriptures were originally written. 

The true wisdom and knowledge of the divine character of 
God is conspicuously represented in the sacred scriptures to 
be the most precious and desirable treasure that man can 
possibly obtain or possess in this world; but it is plainly shown, 
by numerous passages of scripture, that no man can obtain 
this superlative treasure but by obedience to the divine pre¬ 
cepts. I purpose to quote the scriptures freely in support of 
the doctrine of truth, commencing with passages which indicate 
the importance of obtaining the true wisdom—a knowledge 
of divine truth. The location of the passages quoted will be 
shown in a table appended to this treatise, and referred to by 
numbers. 

“Buy the truth, and sell it not: also wisdom, instruction, 
and understanding.” (1.) 

“Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and 
with all thy getting get understanding.” (2.) 

“ llow much better is it to get wisdom than gold.” (3.) 

“Wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that 
may be desired are not to be compared to it.” (4.) 

“ Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that 
getteth understanding The merchandise of it is better than 
silver.” (5.) 

“ If thou seekest her (wisdom) as silver, and searchest for 
her as for hid treasures, then shalt thou understand the fear 
of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. Then shalt thou 
understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every 
good path.” (6.) 

The understanding spoken of in connection with wisdom, 
evidently implies a knowledge and understanding of the sacred 
scriptures, and of the divine character of God. In this, wis¬ 
dom and understanding must be united : and this attainment 
is especially required by the Lord, and is even made a condi¬ 
tion of salvation; as it is written : “ This is life eternal, that 
they might know thee, the only true God,” &c. (7.) “ Let 

him that glorieth, glory in this, that lie understandeth and 
knoweth me, that 1 am the Lord which exercise loving kind¬ 
ness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth.” (8.) 

“ For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge 
of God. more than burnt offerings.” (9.) “ Be not unwise, 

but understanding what the will of the Lord is.” (10.) “ She 
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(wisdom) is the tree of life to them that lay hold upon 
her.” (11.) 

This wisdom cannot be obtained by literary nor theological 
studies as usually taught; nor even by the study of the scrip¬ 
tures, unless the student is disposed to obey, humbly and 
implicitly, all the Christian commandments and injunctions ; 
this is show n and proved by the following scriptures: 

u The fear of the Lord (which produces obedience) is the 
beginning of w r isdom.” (12.) 

u If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God.” (13.) 

“ The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes.” (14.) “ A good understanding have all they that do 

his commandments.” (15.) 

“ They that seek the Lord, understand all things.” (16.) 

u He that follow r eth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life.” (17.) 

Many other passages might be quoted in proof that light 
and truth are to be obtained by obedience to the divine com¬ 
mandments; while, on the other hand, it is abundantly evident 
that all who neglect obedience to the commandments of Christ, 
are given over to error and delusion, and can neither teach nor 
know the truth. This is proved by the following: 

u The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, (love of 
worldly popularity and dignity,) will not seek after God : God 
is not in all his thoughts.” (18.) 

“ They received not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved; for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie.” (19.) 

“ They have chosen their own ways, and their soul delight- 
eth in their abominations. I also will choose their delusions , 
and bring their fears upon them.” (20.) 

“ Even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 
God gave them over to a reprobate mind.” (21.) 

“ The lamp of the wicked shall be put out.” (22.) 

It is thus evident that no man can know or preach the truth 
of life, unless he is himself humbly obedient to all the com¬ 
mandments of Christ; and hence the importance of the 
admonition of Christ to beware of false teachers, and to judge 
of the qualifications of religious teachers, by their general con¬ 
duct ; as he says, “ Beware of those who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing. By their fruits shall ye know them.” And, u If 
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the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” It is 
therefore very important for Christians to beware who they 
hear, and shun the preaching of those who do not humbly and 
faithfully obey the commandments of Christ. Judge them by 
their works, and not by their eloquence; and avoid all those 
who are fashionably genteel, who take high salaries for preach¬ 
ing, and love the wealth, honor, and dignity of the world. 
" From such turn away,” for their preaching can only injure 
the truth-seeking Christian. There are many prophetic pas¬ 
sages of scripture which speak expressly of the reprobate 
character of the popular churches and popular clergy of the 
present age, designated as the “latter days” or “last times” 
of the world. But before quoting these, it may be proper to 
present a chain of the leading doctrines of the Bible, that the 
prevalent errors of the popular doctrines of the modern churches 
may be rendered conspicuous by contrast; and to show, sub¬ 
sequently, that the principal tenets of all modern popular 
churches are mere fables—inventions of men, and having 
their origin in Paganism, and not in the sacred scriptures. 

“ In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” 
All events that have occurred or will occur upon the earth, 
were well known and understood by the Creator at that time, 
and long before. Some may enquire, How could it be con¬ 
sistent with the goodness and kindness of God, (which are so 
conspicuously manifested in the person of Christ,) to create 
men and animals in a state of such exposure and liability of 
suffering? To this I answer, that God doeth no injustice to 
any living creature. He has power to induce joy and pleasure 
in every animal; and although we often see the animals abused 
and comparatively miserable, yet we have reason to be assured 
that every animal in the course of its life enjoys as much 
pleasure as it suffers pain. The divine Author renders strict 
justice to every creature upon the earth, with the single excep¬ 
tion of a part of mankind, to whom he has extended goodness 
beyond justice, through his own personal suffering, whereby 
he has procured for them eternal joy and glory, yet not incon¬ 
sistent with the unvarying principle of divine justice. He 
governs all his works by rules of divine rectitude, and cannot 
do wrong. Before this world was made, the Lord saw (I will 
not say discovered) a way whereby myriads of rational beings 
could be made exceedingly happy—even more joyful, proba¬ 
bly, than the ordinary sinless angels—and vastly more happy 
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than man could have been by remaining in a state of innocence. 
He created man in much love, and man was holy and happy; 
and had lie not sinned, he would have continued happy, pro¬ 
bably, forever; for he would have partaken of the tree of life. 
But his happiness, and that of his posterity, were not to be com¬ 
pared with the extatic bliss that the saints will enjoy at, and 
after, the second and glorious coming of Christ. Adam was 
not immortal, originally; and after he had fallen under con¬ 
demnation bj' eating of the forbidden fruit, the flaming sword 
(23) was in great mercy placed, to prevent him from eating 
of the tree of life, and thus becoming immortal while under 
condemnation; for had he become immortal while in that state, 
lie would have been subject to eternal misery, (an idea which 
no man with rational feelings can calmly entertain.) The divine 
Author saw how many, and what identical persons the poster¬ 
ity of Adam would have amounted to and consisted of, if all 
had continued obedient and without sin; and that number 
and those persons lie will save, all the wiles and works of 
Satan in opposition, notwithstanding. Satan could not un¬ 
derstand the divine plan of salvation, although he had great 
wisdom, even “ full of wisdom” (24) ; but knowing that God 
would not vary from certain rules of divine rectitude, he sup¬ 
posed that if man could be induced to sin, this world would 
become perpetually subject to his own control; and even 
boasted, subsequently, that this world, with all the kingdoms 
thereof, were his own. (25.) But his deep studied plans have 
been defeated by the atonement of Christ, which he (Satan) 
could not see nor understand until after the crucifixion; 
otherwise he would not have forwarded his own ruin by insti¬ 
gating Judas and the priests and Pharisees (the popular clergy 
of those days) to betray and crucify the Lord. 

It is too evident to be doubted, that in consequence of sin, 
the propagation of the children of men has been much greater,— 
perhaps tenfold,—than it would have been if man had not sinned; 
and that notwithstanding the destruction of human life by 
wars, intemperance, and other consequences of sin. But none 
will ever attain to immortality but the originally elect; the 
rest being u children of the wicked one,” (the result of vile 
and unholy passion,) as fully expressed by the w’ords of Christ 
(26) in explanation of the parable of the tares: “ He that 
Boweth the good seed is the Son of man;” (it w\as by him 
that the world and man were created ;) “ the field is the world; 
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the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares 
are the children of the wicked one.” And this point of truth 
is corroborated by his conversation with the Pharisees, (27, 
28, 29,) in which informs them that they cannot learn the 
truth, because they are the children of the devil; but that the 
elect, whom lie designates as his sheep, hear his words and 
follow him. But God will do no injustice to the tares ; nor 
will they have anything to complain of. They are like the 
beasts that perish. (30.) But they have their reward and 
portion in this life. (31.) They have all the prosperity of 
this world, while the children of the kingdom are comparatively 
outcasts, scattered, trodden down and despised. Those of the 
tares who are clergymen or church members, or who live tol¬ 
erably moral lives, have the reward of pleasure, pride, honor, 
and prosperity in this life; though the violently wicked, pro¬ 
fane blasphemers, &c., (whose sins go before to judgment,) 
usually become wretched drunkards and vagabonds, or meet 
death by casualties or violence; and all of the tares will be 
eventually burnt up and destroyed, soul and body, and not be 
preserved alive in fiery torments forever, as represented (through 
the most gross perversion of language) by the modern popular 
clergy. Even the circumstance that none of the Apostles ever 
preached or intimated the doctrine of endless life in torment, 
is ample proof that they did not apprehend any such thing. 
But to put the subject beyond cavil to every unbiassed mind, 
I shall quote various passages of scripture, premising, that at 
the time of the translation of the scriptures into the English 
language, as well as at the present, the word “death” signified 
the end of life—the opposite of conscious existence; and that 
the word “ destroy ” signified the putting out of existence; the 
word “ destruction” signified the final end of existence. The 
words “ death” and “ destruction” can no more imply preserva¬ 
tion in conscious existence than the word “ darkness” can imply 
the shining of the sun. But that the wicked will be destroyed, 
and put out of existence, is established by the scriptures, as 
follows : 

“ O let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end.” (32.) 

“ Consume them, that they may not be.” (33.) 

“ Yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be.” (34.) 

“ Man that is in honor and understandeth not, is like the 
beasts that perish.” (35.) 

“ When all the workers of iniquity do flourish, it is that 
they may be destroyed forever.” (30.) 
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“ The Lord preserveth all that love him, but all the wicked 
will he destroy.” (37.) 

“The candle of the wicked shall be put out.” (38.) 

“ Yet a very little while and the indignation shall cease, 
and mine anger in tneir destruction.” (39) 

“ They shall be as though they had not been.” (40.) 

“Destroy them in anger from under the heavens of the 
Lord.” (41.) 

“lie will hum up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (42.) 

“ Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord.” (43.) 

“ For in them (the seven last plagues) is filled up the wrath 
of God.” (44.) 

“ Death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” (45.) 

Not only the passages above quoted, but the general tenor 
of the scriptures, are opposed to the false and profane doctrine, 
that all mankind who come short of the great salvation will 
be tormented, and suffer excruciating pain for ever and ever. 
It is a gross libel on the divine character of God, as by him¬ 
self revealed and declared—a God of compassion and kindness, 
who delighteth not in beholding anguish and pain, but pities 
the suffering of sinners, even in this world. (4G.) The ab¬ 
surdity and inconsistency of this doctrine (which had its 
origin in Paganism, and not in the Bible) has driven many 
into the equally absurd doctrine of Universalism; and hard, 
depraved, and unfeeling must be the heart of that person who 
can either cat, sleep, or attend to secular business, while he 
believes that some of his former friends, who died without the 
Christian hope, are suffering, and will suffer, everlasting tor¬ 
ment in burning fire. Yet through the influence, not to say 
violence, of the popular superstitions of modern churches, 
there arc thousands of church members who arc so decidedly 
attached to the doctrine of eternal fiery torment, that they 
will not willingly hear nor learn any evidence against it. 
For the consolation of such torment-loving people, it is ad¬ 
mitted that the wicked will suffer great horror and indescribable 
anguish, when brought up to the judgment, to be condemned 
to everlasting destruction by the second death. How long the 
agonies of, or preceding, the second death, will continue, wc 
are not informed; but there will be “ wailing and gnashing 
of teeth.” 

And in this respect some will receive “greater damnation” 
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duiu others. The phrase u everlasting fire,” and other simi¬ 
lar phrases in vogue among'the Jews, evidently signify utter 
destruction and oblivion; as it is said of the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, that they “ suffer the vengeance of eternal fire.” 
(47.) And of the land of Idumea it is written that it should 
be burning pitch, and that the smoke thereof should ascend 
up forever (48); thus signifying its perpetual desolation, as 
at the present time. In regard to what is said of the never- 
dying worm, (49,) the reader is referred for an explanation 
thereof to the prophecy of Isaiah, “ And they shall go forth 
and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed 
against me; for their worm shall not die, neither shall their 
fire be quenched.” (50.) The word “fire” was often em¬ 
ployed to signify destruction. 

The foregoing remarks will have raised the question, in the 
minds of some, as to the state of the wicked between death 
and the resurrection; and this must be considered in connec¬ 
tion with the state of the righteous during that period. The 
popular sentiment—for it can be hardly called opinion—is, 
that when the wicked die, their sov.ls go directly to a place 
filled with flaming fire of burning brimstone, which produces 
upon the soul such pain as natural fire produces upon the body; 
and that they there remain in torment until the day of judg¬ 
ment, and then come up to be judged, (!) and receive their 
sentence, and be then remanded back to the fiery hell, there 
to suffer forever. And that the souls of the righteous go 
directly to heaven when their bodies die, and remain in glory 
until the resurrection, and then return to the earth to bo 
judged, and again go to heaven to remain there singing for¬ 
ever. Gentle reader—cliurch-going Christian reader,—do you 
believe such Pagan fables? Does any man in enlightened 
America believe such doctrine ? Many thousands profess to 
believe it, (some even believe the absurdities of Popery and 
Mormonism,) but not one believes it who has derived his theo¬ 
logical intelligence from the Bible, unbiased by sectarian in¬ 
fluence. There is no such doctrine in the Bible, nor any 
foundation for such sentiments or opinions. Its principal fea¬ 
tures originated in Paganism, and were imbibed by some of 
the Jews during the Babylonish captivity, and subsequently 
cherished by the scribes and Pharisees. In regard to the state 
of the dead between the time of their death and that of the 
resurrection, I shall present ample evidence from the scriptures 
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that the righteous do not go to heaven, nor the wicked to a 
state of conscious misery. The fact is, that to dead persons 
there is no such thing as time ; they are not conscious of the 
lapse of one moment of time; but to them it appears that as 
soon as the body dies, it is instantly raised again by the Lord, 
whom the saints then behold coming in his glory. It will be 
apparent to Abraham, David, and other saints, when they are 
raised from the dead, that they have but just then left their 
own dying scenes and weeping friends of this life. Saints 
wlio die at the present time may be assured that they will im¬ 
mediately behold their beloved Lord coming in glory with his 
holy angels, by whom they will be caught up to meet the Lord. 
To them there is no time between death and the glorious ad¬ 
vent. Dying saints have sometimes, before their bodies had 
become inanimate, heard the music of the angels. There is 
no time between. There have been instances of the annihila¬ 
tion of time to persons in this life. An instance is related of 
a man who, by taking a severe cold, became suddenly insane, 
and so continued for seven years—generally peaceable, and 
supported by his friends. But on the occasion of a holiday, 
some boys, for their own amusement, supplied the maniac 
with strong liquor, by which he became helplessly intoxicated, 
and slept till the next morning, when he awoke much aston¬ 
ished at his own appearance. He inquired, “ Where am I V* 
“ What is the matter ?” His reason was permanently restored. 
On being asked if he remembered where he had been on the 
day previous, he readily replied, “ Yes; I was at the river 
washing sheepwhich was, in fact, his employment on the 
day previous to his insanity. To him the past seven years 
were annihilated; he distinctly remembered the long previous 
events as being then recent. 

Let Christians rejoice at the approach of death, in assurance 
that they will immediately see the glorious Lord coming, and 
that their bodies will be made immortal and glorious. 

In regard to what is said of the rich man in torment, (51,) 
and poor Lazarus in Abraham's bosom, it appears to have 
been one of the rare instances in which the Lord Jesus em¬ 
ployed the erroneous superstitions of the Jews, to illustrate 
truth, and reprove error. An instance of the kind is recorded, 
(52,) in which the Lord said to a young man, u Why callest 
thou me good Y* But we do not in this case understand him 
to signify that he was not good ; very far from it. The parable 
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of the rich man and Lazarus was introduced to illustrate a 
point of doctrine, and not intended to be understood literally. 
This parable is said to have been an old Babylonish parable, 
and that the Jews had learned it during the Babylonish cap¬ 
tivity; and they had probably substituted the name of Abraham 
in the place of some of the Pagan deities. Whether it was 
or was not so, the parable bears no evidence on the subject of 
the state of the dead; for, according to the inspired Apostle 
Paul, neither Abraham nor David bad ascended into heaven 
prior to hjs time. 

I will now present some scripture light on the subject, to 
show that in the preaching of Christ and his Apostles, the 
saints were instructed to look to the second coming of Christ 
for their consolation; and that no encouragement was given 
for them to hope for any reward or glory prior to that event, 
and the resurrection. 

“The hour is coming in which all that are in their graves 
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth.” (53.) 

“ This is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise 
it up again at the last day.” (54.) 

“ When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory.” (55.) 

“ Our conversation (affection, consolation) is in heaven, 
from whence, also, we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall change our vile body that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body.” (56.) 

“ These (Noah, Abraham, &c.) all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off. 17 (57.) 

“And these all, (Samuel, David, Ac.,) having obtained a 
good report through faith, received not the promise, God hav¬ 
ing provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
should, not be made perfect 11 (58.) 

“ For David is not ascended into the heavens.” (59.) 

“ If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advantageth it me if the dead rise not?” (60.) 

(Paul had no idea of going to heaven prior to the resurrection.) 

“ Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous¬ 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day.” (61.) 

“ For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump 
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of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first; wherefore 
comfort one another with these words.” (62.) 

(Not with the prospect of going to heaven without the body, 
but with the prospect of the resurrection.) 

“ Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s suffer¬ 
ings, that WHEN Ills GLORY SHALL BE REVEALED, ye may be 
glad with exceeding joy.” (63.) 

(C Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord.” (64.) 

Thus all the Apostles agree in directing the hope of the 
saints to the coming of Christ, for their consolation; but not 
a word is intimated about going to heaven without the body. 
The expression of Paul, that he was in a strait betwixt two, 
u having a desire to depart and to be with Christ,” (65,) is 
perfectly consistent with the view of the annihilation of time 
between death and the resurrection. The words of Christ to 
the penitent thief, “ To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise,” 
(66,) is by some supposed to argue against this doctrine ; but 
it should be remembered that three days after, Jesus said to 
Mary, “I am not yet ascended to my Father.” (67.) We 
must therefore understand the expression to the thief to signify 
that to him the resurrection would occur on that same day; 
there would be no time between that day and the general 
resurrection. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians that God would 
recompense them with rest when the Lord Jesus should be re¬ 
vealed from heaven; and that at the same time the wicked 
should be punished, (68); but if Paul had supposed that the 
souls of the righteous went to heaven, and those of the wicked 
to hell torment, prior to the glorious advent, he would not 
have thus written. Lazarus was dead four days, yet he did 
not go to heaven; nor did his sisters suppose he had gone 
there, though they knew he would be raised at the last day. 
It is, moreover, written in the scriptures, that man “ returneth 
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” (69.) 
u The dead praise not the Lord.” (70.) “ In death there is 

no remembrance of thee.” (71.) “The dead know not any¬ 
thing.” (72.) 

That Moses and Elias, and perhaps others, are in heaven, is 
not disputed, (the body of Moses is supposed to have been 
raised;) but the general tenor of the scriptures is decidedly 
adverse to the doctrine that the souls of people go immediately 
to heaven or hell prior to the resurrection and the judgment 
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The common doctrine that the righteous will go to heaven 
in the form of disembodied souls, and there remain forever 
with nothing to do but to sing psalms is, to lively and rational 
Christians, comparatively insipid. But it is fully revealed 
and established by the scriptures of truth that the righteous 
dead will be raised with beautiful immortal bodies, and that 
the earth will be purified by fire, renovated and made exceed¬ 
ingly beautiful and glorious, and become the literal KINGDOM 
of heaven, and the everlasting inheritance of the saints, 
after all the wicked shall have been destroyed. In proof of 
this, the following scriptures are presented: 

“ I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth; and though after my skin 
worms destroy this bodv, yet in my flesh shall I see God/' 
(73.) 

“ Those that wait upon the Lord shall inherit the earth/' (74.) 

(Note: To inherit signifies to possess as well as inhabit; and 
it is plain that the humble saints do not possess the earth at 
present.) 

“The meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight them¬ 
selves in the abundance of peace/' (75.) 

“ The righteous shall inherit the land and dwell therein 
forever ." (76.) “Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and 
he shall exalt thee to inherit the land; (when?) when tho 
wicked are cut off ‘ thou shalt see it." (77.) 

“The heavens are the Lord's; but the earth hath he given 
to the children of men." (78.) 

“ The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of tho 
kingdom under the whole heaven , shall be given to the peoplo 
of the saints of the Most High." (79.) 

“ The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads." 
(80.) 

“ They (the children who have died) shall come again from 
the land of the enemy." (81.) 

“ Thy dead men shall live; together with my dead body 
shall they rise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out tho 
dead." (82.) 

“ Who laid the foundation of the earth, that it should not 
be removed forever." (83.) 

“ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." 

( 84 .) 
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“ Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth.” (85.) 

By this it is understood that the Lord will purify and reno¬ 
vate the earth, and make it glorious. The earth, notwithstand¬ 
ing the wickedness that prevails therein, under the present 
usurpation of Satan, is not regarded by the Lord as a worthless 
trifle; it is as precious in his sight as it was at the time of its 
creation. In several instances it is called “ his kingdom,” (86,) 
“ his holy mountain,” “Zion,” “the sanctuary,” Ac.; and when 
the Lord Jesus shall take literal possession thereof, and reign 
therein, (87,) the earth will be incomparably more glorious 
and beautiful than it was when first created; for the faithful 
saints shall shine therein as the sun, and the fruits thereof 
will be indescribably excellent. What the employment of the 
saints will be, besides singing and playing music, has not been 
fully revealed; but there is no risk in saying that every one 
will follow his own choice, and always do whatever appears to 
him the most pleasant and joyful. 

By the habitually gloomy maimer in which modern preachers 
and church-members treat the subject of religion, many, and 
especially children, inbibe the sentiment that it is a gloomy 
subject. It appears to be even the maxim and policy of many 
sectarian leaders, to render the subject of religion gloomy, by 
constructing the houses of worship (erroneously called churches) 
in a dark and gloomy manner, arranging grave-yards around 
or near them, dressing in black, and singing slow and gloomy 
music, embracing a large proportion of deepest tones, resem¬ 
bling thunder; and by the gloomy (miscalled solemn) manner in 
which the clergy converse with the people. All this indicates 
hypocrisy, bigotry, and darkness of mind. 

But it is not so with the sincere Christians—the true chil¬ 
dren of the kingdom. The obedient saints are always joyful, 
and, consequently, generally cheerful; even in afflictions and 
tribulations, their tears are accompanied with smiles. And 
this is rational, since they have assurance that all events are 
governed by the Lord whom they love, and that “ all things 
work for good” to those who love him and keep his command¬ 
ments. On this subject, and in proof that confidence and 
rejoicing are essential duties of Christians, the following pas¬ 
sages of scripture are presented: 

“ Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give thanks 
at the remembrance of his holiness.” (88.) 

“ Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all 
ye that hope in the Lord.” (89.) 
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The common doctrine that the righteous will go to heaven 
in the form of disembodied souls, and there remain forever 
with nothing to do but to sing psalms is, to lively and rational 
Christians, comparatively insipid. But it is fully revealed 
and established by the scriptures of truth that the righteous 
dead will be raised with beautiful immortal bodies, and that 
the earth will be purified by fire, renovated and made exceed¬ 
ingly beautiful and glorious, and become the literal KINGDOM 
of heaven, and the everlasting inheritance of the saints, 
after all the wicked shall have been destroyed. In proof of 
this, the following scriptures are presented: 

“ I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that lie shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth; and though after my skin 
worms destroy this bodv, yet in my Jlcsli shall I see God/' 

(73.) 

“ Those that wait upon the Lord shall inherit the earth." (74.) 

(Note: To inherit signifies to possess as well as inhabit; and 
it is plain that the humble saints do not possess the earth at 
present.) 

“ The meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight them¬ 
selves in the abundance of peace." (75.) 

“ The righteous shall inherit the land and dwell therein 
forever ." (76.) “Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and 
he shall exalt thee to inherit the land; (when ?) when tho 
wicked arc cut off “ thou shalt see it." (77.) 

“The heavens are the Lord's; but the earth hath he given 
to the children of men." (78.) 

“ The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven , shall be given to the people 
of the saints of the Most High." (79.) 

“ The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads." 
(S°.) 

“ They (the children who have died) shall come again from 
the land of the enemy." (81.) 

“ Thy dead men shall live; together with my dead body 
shall they rise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out tho 
dead." (82.) 

“ Who laid the foundation of the earth, that it should not 
be removed forever." (83.) 

“ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." 
(84.) 
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“ Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth.” (85.) 

By this it is understood that the Lord will purify and reno¬ 
vate the earth, and make it glorious. The earth, notwithstand¬ 
ing the wickedness that prevails therein, under the present 
usurpation of Satan, is not regarded by the Lord as a worthless 
trifle; it is as precious in his sight as it was at the time of its 
creation. In several instances it is called “ his kingdom/' (86,) 
“ his holy mountain/' “Zion/* “the sanctuary/' &c.; and when 
the Lord Jesus shall take literal possession thereof, and reign 
therein, (87,) the earth will be incomparably more glorious 
and beautiful than it was when first created; for the faithful 
saints shall shine therein as the sun, and the fruits thereof 
will be indescribably excellent. What the employment of the 
saints will be, besides singing and playing music, has not been 
fully revealed; but there is no risk in saying that every one 
will follow his own choice, and always do whatever appears to 
him the most pleasant and joyful. 

By the habitually gloomy manner in which modern preachers 
and church-members treat the subject of religion, many, and 
especially children, inbibe the sentiment that it is a gloomy 
subject. It appears to be even the maxim and policy of many 
sectarian leaders, to render the subject of religion gloomy, by 
constructing the houses of worship (erroneously called churches) 
in a dark and gloomy manner, arranging grave-yards around 
or near them, dressing in black, and singing slow and gloomy 
music, embracing a large proportion of deepest tones, resem¬ 
bling thunder; and by the gloomy (miscalled solemn) manner in 
which the clergy converse w ith the people. All this indicates 
hypocrisy, bigotry, and darkness of mind. 

But it is not so with the sincere Christians—the true chil¬ 
dren of the kingdom. The obedient saints are alw T ays joyful, 
and, consequently, generally cheerful; even in afflictions and 
tribulations, their tears are accompanied with smiles. And 
this is rational, since they have assurance that all events are 
governed by the Lord whom they love, and that “ all things 
work for good” to those w ho love him and keep his command¬ 
ments. On this subject, and in proof that confidence and 
rejoicing are essential duties of Christians, the following pas¬ 
sages of scripture are presented: 

“ Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give thanks 
at the remembrance of his holiness.” (88.) 

“Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all 
ye that hope in the Lord.” (89.) 
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“ Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous.” (00.) 

“ Rejoice in the Lord, 0 ye righteous; for praise is comely 
for the upright. Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully 
with a loud noise.” (91.) (Note: Playing on flutes, violins, 
and other instruments, is not inconsistent with true religion, 
but is sometimes a salutary exercise for a lively Christian. 
None should be melancholy under the apprehension that they 
are not righteous, if they are disposed to do right in all things.”) 

u Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favor my right¬ 
eous cause.” (92.) 

“ Delight thyself iu the Lord; and he shall give thee the 
desires of thy heart.” (93.) 

“ Let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God; 
yea, let them exceedingly rejoice.” (94.) 

“ Glory ye in his holy name; let the heart of them rejoice 
that seek the Lord.” (95.) 

“ Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.” (96.) 

u Rejoice in that day, (of persecution,) and leap for joy.” (97.) 

u Rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.” (98.) 

“ In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer.” (99.) 

ki Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, Rejoice.” (100.) 

“ Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s suffer¬ 
ings.” (101.) 

“ Rejoice evermore.” (102.) 

• l Count it all joy when ye hill into divers temptations.” (103.) 

u Sing and rejoice, O daughters of Zion ; for lo, I come, and 
will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord.” (104.) 

u Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the 
field be joyful, and all that is therein; then shall all the trees 
of the wood rejoice before the Lord; for he coineth, for he 
cometh to judge the earth.” (105.) 

It may be observed that in the last two passages quoted, the 
occasion and motive for rejoicing are the same as that so uni¬ 
formly presented by the Apostles, namely, the coming of the 
Lord. This is the grand theme and subject of joy and conso¬ 
lation to the saints, that Christ will come in glory, and raise 
the sleeping saints to a glorious immortality and everlasting 
joy. The saints have also continual joy in a lively apprehen¬ 
sion of the goodness, loving-kindness, and omnipresence of 
God. Joy is the fruit of confidence; and confidence in God 
is the first and highest duty of man, as is shown by the fol¬ 
lowing scriptures: 
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u Anger came up against Israel, because they believed not 
in (iod, and trusted not in his salvation.” (100.) 

“ Offer the sacrifice of righteousness, and put your trust in 
the Lord.” (107.) (In other words, obey all the command¬ 
ments of the Lord, and trust him for the result.) 

“ Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.” (108.) 

“ Trust in the Lord, and do good.” (109.) 

u Commit thy way unto the Lord: trust also in him.” (HO.) 

“ Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord.” (111.) 

u It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence 
in man.” (112.) 

“ Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, and lean not. unto 
thine own understanding.” (113.) 

“ Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.” (114.) 

“ He is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.” (115.) 

“ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on thee, because he trusteth in thee.” (11G.) 

u Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.” 

(117.) 

It is undeniable that the main cause why professed Chris¬ 
tians do not obey the plain commandments of Christ, as 
expressed in his sermon on the mount, is, that they arc afraid 
to trust him. They are afraid he will neglect his promises, 
and permit them to suffer poverty and want. Hence the 
gloominess, coldness, doubts, and fears which are evinced in 
their social conferences and prayer-meetings. Yet it is plain 
that this want of confidence, or refusal to trust his word, is, 
of all sins, the most unreasonable and provoking. Among 
men, a deficiency of confidence is often resented as an insult. 
Some complain of their own deficiency of confidence, as if 
it were not in their power to acquire it; but they should 
know, that although faith and confidence are the gifts of God, 
they are acquired, nevertheless, by a willing exercise thereof. 
For example, if a man of wealth and credit proposes to employ 
a laborer, and promises to furnish him with board, and pay 
him high wages, it may require an exercise of confidence on 
the part of the laborer to leave his home and travel perhaps 
several miles to the residence of the employer. Yet such is 
a common occurrence; and if the laborer should so far doubt 
the integrity of the employer as to neglect to comply with the 
offer, he would justly loose or come short of the advantages 
of the situation. Could he complain that he had not power 
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to confide in the promise of the employer? Certainly not. 
This confidence is reasonably required by the employer, and 
our Lord requires that we exercise confidence in his promises 
by obeying his commandments. Abraham obtained everlasting 
righteousness by the exercise of confidence. David pleased 
the Lord by the exercise of confidence in attacking the lion, 
and the giant; and it was a fault in Peter that he began to 
sink, when walking upon the water to meet his Lord. God 
has invited, and does invite, all the children of men to secure 
eternal life in happiness and joy, by obeying the command¬ 
ments of Christ, (whose commandments are not grievous, but 
whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light;) and pledges 
his own infallible word that he will watch over them and pro¬ 
vide for them all things needful in this life. But if they will 
not trust Him, but prefer to procure for themselves, by their 
own wisdom and exertions, the enjoyments of the honor and 
wealth of this world, they cannot complain of inability or of 
non-election. It is in the power of every man to make his 
u calling and election sure,” and it is his own fault if he does 
not; and the consequence of neglect will be “ everlasting pun¬ 
ishment,” and this punishment is death. Nevertheless, all the 
elect will obey; and by obedience manifest the true faith, 
whereby they will be saved. 

Having thus far introduced the doctrine of original election, 
I shall here present a few passages of scripture in confirmation 
thereof, and of the natural reprobation of the disobedient; 
premising that “ they which are of the faith are the children 
of Abraham,” (118,) and that the elect church is frequently 
called Jacob, Israel, Zion, &c. 

“The Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his 
peculiar treasure.” (119.) 

“ He hath chosen us in him (Christ) before the foundation 
of the world.” (120.) 

“ Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will.” (121.) 

“ By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.” (122.) 

“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure.” (128.) 

“ Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us, for thou has wrought 
all our works in us.” (124.) 
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“ It is not in nijn that walketh, to direct his steps.” (125.) 

“The preparations of the heart in man is from the Lord.” (126.) 

“ The good seed are the children of the kingdom; he that 
soweth the good seed is the Son of man; but the tares are the 
children of the wicked one : the enemy that sowed them is the 
devil.” (127.) 

“ No man can come unto me, except the Father, which hath 
sent me, draw him.” (128.) 

“ As many as were ordained unto eternal life believed.” (129.) 

“ The Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved.” (130.) 

“ The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray 
as soon as they are born, speaking lies.” (131.) 

“ God hath given them the spirit of slumber: eyes that 
they should not see.” (132.) 

“ He hath blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, that 
they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their 
heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.” (133.) 

“Ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep.” (134.) 

“ Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.” (135.) 

“ He that is of God (the seed sown by the Son of man) 
heareth God’s words; ye therefore hear them not, because ye 
are not of God.” (136.) 

t{ They that dwell on the earth shall wonder whose names 
were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the 
world.” (137.) 

Notwithstanding the truth of this doctrine of election, it is 
as bonafidely in the power of every man to obtain salvation 
as to pursue his ordinary avocation, if he is willing; and if any 
reader of this wishes to know that he is one of the favored 
elect, let him commence full obedience to the commandments 
of Christ, with a determination to persevere till death, or till 
the coming of Christ ; and this act will constitute a strong 
evidence that he is one of the highly-favored children, and 
heir of eternal joy. But if he regards the subject with indif¬ 
ference, or contents himself with being or becoming a church- 
member of “ good standing,” it will be an evidence that he is 
one of the tares, and will be eventually destroyed. No in¬ 
justice is done to the tares; for to them is given all, or nearly 
all, the prosperity, riches, honor, and pleasure of this world, 
while the elect suffer degradation and tribulation. The moral 
and respectable tares have their portion in this life; never¬ 
theless, the elect are the most happy, having God for their 
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“ These are they which came out of great tribulation.” (15G.) 

It is, moreover, said of the saints that they are a nation 
“ scattered and peeled, a people terrible from their beginning 
hitherto; a nation meted out and trodden down, whose lands 
the rivers (wicked nations) have spoiled.” (157.) It is im¬ 
possible for the children of the kingdom to accumulate the 
wealth of this world; for although in former ages there were 
some exceptions, as in the cases of Abraham and Job, yet 
under the Christian dispensation it cannot be. For there is 
no encouragement for any to hope for salvation through Christ, 
unless they obey his commandments; not that any man can 
merit salvation by works of obedience, for the elect are saved 
by the merit of Christ, through faith; but no faith is genuine 
unless it produces obedience. This is plainly and decisively 
proved by the following scriptures: 

“ He that hath my commandments and kcepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me.” (158.) 

“If a man love me, he icill keep my words.” (150.) 

“Not every one that saitli unto me, Lord, Lord, (professes 
faith and practises prayer,) shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven.” (1G0.) 

“ Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
Isay?” (161.) 

“ If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in mv love.” 
(162.) 

“ Ye arc my friends, if yc do whatsoever I command vou.” 
(168.) 

“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.” (1G4.) 

“ Faith without works is dead.” (1G5.) 

“ Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show 
you my faith by my works.” (166.) 

“ Give diligence to make your calling and election sure; 
for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.” (167.) 

“ This is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.” 
(168.) 

“ Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” 
(169.) 

Very many other passages of like import might be quoted, 
but these will suffice to establish the point in the minds of all 
the true children, (and there are no other truly honest and 
candid people on the earth,) that all the pretensions and pro- 
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fessions of religion, without implicit obedience to the command¬ 
ments of Christ, are but vain and delusive; and thousands of 
even zealous professors of Christianity, who have been converted 
according to the popular notion of conversion, and have “joined 
the church,” and arc prompt in attendance, and in “ keeping 
the sabbath,” (none of which acts have any connexion with 
obedience to the commandments of Christ,) and who pray 
much and loud, are nevertheless far from the road to salvation. 
And it is often more difficult to induce such persons to embrace 
the doctrine of the Bible , than those who have made no pre¬ 
tensions to religion; and they will learn, when perhaps too 
late, that instead of following the precepts of the scriptures, 
they are but blind followers of the blind. The popular teach¬ 
ers (clergy who take to themselves the titles of reverend 
divines ) neither obey the commandments themselves, nor teach 
others to obey; but rather insinuate that implicit obedience 
is inexpedient. Their course plainly indicates the opinion 
that the Lord either did not mean what he said, or that he 
did not properly understand the subjects of his command¬ 
ments; and they disregard the admonition of Christ that 
“ whosoever shall break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom 
of heaven.” (170.) But I shall proceed to present a few of 
the most simple, plain, and pointed commandments of Christ, 
in support of the position that no true Christian can become 
rich and pojHilar in this world, and in assurance that all the 
true children who read will receive and obey them: 

“ Labor not to be rich; cease from thine own wisdom.” (171.) 

“Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.” (172.) 

“ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth.” (173.) 

“ For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
(174.) 

“Ye cannot serve Cod and mammon. Therefore I say unto 
you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.” (175.) 

“ Sell that ye have, and give alms.” (176.) 

“ Sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor.” (177.) 

“ He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath 
none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.” (178.) 

“ Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that 
taketli away thy goods, ask them not again.” (179.) 

“ From him that would borrow of thee, turn thou not away.” 
(180.) 
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“Do good and lend, hoping for nothing again.” (181.) 

“ Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s wealth.” 
(182.) 

“Whoso hath this world’s good, and sceth his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him ?” (183.) 

That the Apostles and early Christians understood these com¬ 
mandments in their ostensible and literal sense, is evident 
from the fact that “ as many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that 
were sold, and laid them down at the Apostles’ feet.” (184.) 
“All that believed * * * * sold their possessions and goods, 
and parted them to all, as every man had need.” (185.) 

> These scriptures show conclusively that true Christians can¬ 

not possess property in this world beyond what necessity 
requires; and if they must occupy houses, lands, and shops, 
it is better to hire than to oxen them. But some have erred 
in supposing that the injunction, “ Seek not what ye shall eat,” 
&c., required them to neglect business; but they should re¬ 
member that another commandment is, “ Be not slothful in 
business;” and another, “Let him labor, working with his hands 
the thing that is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needethi 1 (18G.) It is the duty of all to be industrious, and 
improve all their precious time in doing what is useful; but it 
is not right to provide riches to support them in old age, for 
in that case they would trust in their wealth rather than in 
God. The scripture which is most frequently quoted, or rather 
misquoted by the covetous—clergy as well as laity—is, that 
“ he that provideth not for his own household is worse than 
an infidel.” But, on examination, it is readily seen that the 
passage misquoted refers only to the charitable maintenance 
of indigent widows, and has no bearing on the subject of lay¬ 
ing up riches. It reads thus: “ But if any provide not for liis 
own, and especially for those (widows) of his own house, ho 
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” (187.) 

« Every man should provide for the present wants of others as 
well as for himself; but he should confide in the promises and 
providence of God, and not in the possession of property. 

An obedient Christian, or seeker of the divine favor and of 
salvation, must deny himself and take up his cross daily; deny 
himself the gratification of pride, possession of property, and 
pleasure of sin, and cross his naturally evil propensities, and 
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restrict his conversation to simplicity and truth. He must 
exercise patience and confidence during tribulation and poverty; 
but he will never suffer the want of food nor raiment, nor any 
other needful thing, while he confides in the promises of God 
and obeys the gospel; and the sublime joy of the apprehen¬ 
sion of the beauty and excellence of the divine character of 
God, and the joyful anticipation of eternal salvation, will 
more than compensate, by the way, for the privations and 
other tribulations which he may suffer in this world. And, by 
way of encouragement to the reader to “forsake all that he 
hath” in this world, and to follow Christ by implicit obedience, 
the following brilliant promises and consolatory passages of 
scripture are presented: 

“ All the paths of the Lord arc mercy and truth unto such 
as keep his covenant and his testimonies.” (188.) 

“The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their prayer.” (189.) 

“The Lord is a sun and a shield; the Lord will give grace 
and glory; and no good thing will he withhold from them that 
walk uprightly.” (190.) 

“Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound, (be¬ 
lieve and obey the gospel;) they shall walk in the light of 
thy countenance.” (191.) 

“ Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they 
may dwell with me.” (192.) 

“ Great peace have they which love thy law, and nothing 
shall offend them.” (193.) 

“ They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which 
cannot be removed, but abideth forever.” (194.) 

“ Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord, that walketh 
in his ways.” (195.) 

“ The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to 
all that call upon him in truth.” (196.) 

“ The Lord taketh pleasure in tnem that fear him, in those 
that hope in his mercy.” (197.) 

“The Lord taketh pleasure in his people; he will beautify 
the meek with salvation.” (198.) 

“The redeemed of the Lord shall return, (from death,) and 
come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be 
upon their heads.” (199.) 

“Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as 
the wings of a dove covered with silver.” (200.) 
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“ Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty.” (201.) 

“ Ye shall be glad, and rejoice forevermore.” (202.) 

u Ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded, world without 
end.” (203.) 

“ They that be wise (all who obey are called wise) shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament.” (204.) 

“ They shall be mine, saith the Lord, in that day when 1 
make up my jewels.” (205.) 

“ They shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an 
ensign upon his land.” (206.) 

“ Thou slialt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.” (207.) 

“ The sun shall be no more thy light by day, neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee; but the Lord 
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
glory.” (208.) 

“He that loveth me shall be loved of my Father; and I 
will love him, and will manifest myself unto him.” (209.) 

“ If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love.” 

( 210 .) 

“ If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye, 
for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you.” (211.) 

“ The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com¬ 
pared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” (212.) 

“ Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, workctli 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. (213.) 

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God.” (214.) 

u Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be; but we know that when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” (215.) 

“ Then shall ye see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory; and he shall send his angels, and 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds.” (216.) 

“ I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, ye may be also.” (217.) 

“And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, and he will save us; * * * * we will 
be glad, and rejoice in his salvation.” (218.) 

“ Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.” (219.) 
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u Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the king¬ 
dom of their Father. ,, (2*20.) * 

“ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him.” (221.) 

“ He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will 
be his God, and he shall be my son.” (222.) 

“ Grace and peace be multiplied unto you; * * * that 

by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature .” (223.) 

A Christian soul cannot aspire to anything higher for him¬ 
self than to partake of the divine nature of God, who is the 
center of perfection and beauty, and fountain of joy. 

Reader, do you hesitate in deciding whether you will secure 
to yourself all this eternal joy and glory, or expose yourself to 
the horrors of remorse, shame, pain, and final destruction '■ I 
hope you do not hesitate. 

To one who feels any degree of the true apprehension 
of the excellence of the divine character of God, and of 
his salvation, nothing can be said, by way of inducement, 
beyond what has been quoted; but to those who have not 
yet experienced the power of appreciating the divine favor, 
1 would present some inducement by familiar and compara¬ 
tive illustration. You have probably seen some scenes of 
pleasure, and have seen persons whose company and friendship 
iuduced a degree of happiness. You have, perhaps, anticipated 
for several days beforehand some ball, party, celebration, or 
other occasion of pleasure, and have had so much desire thereof 
as to be willing to subject yourself to much labor and priva¬ 
tion, rather than be disappointed by detention, although you 
were aware that the anticipated pleasure could last but a few 
hours at most; and that the company would consist of feeble 
humanity that could not protect you from sickness or casual¬ 
ties. But suppose you had a thousand friends, each of whom 
was dearer to you, and more agreeable, than any person within 
the circle of your present acquaintance; and that they all 
loved you, and had sent you a pressing invitation to meet them 
at a certain time and place, for social pleasure and recreation. 
Suppose that among them were to be several of those who 
enjoy the highest posts of honor—kings, queens, emperors, and 
noble generals, with their accomplished sons and daughters; 
and that these also had sent you their compliments and invita¬ 
tions. Suppose yourself to be healthy, beautiful, and accom¬ 
plished for such company, and that you would, moreover, 
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acquire immense wealth by attending this proposed assembly; 
that the place appointed for the assembly was a gay and splen¬ 
did palace; surrounded with gardens and groves in all the 
beauty of June, and to be enlivened by the most brilliant and 
melodious music. Suppose that your dearest and most beloved 
friends had power to preserve you in perfect health; and that 
the pleasures of the assembly were to continue, not merely for 
a single evening, but for a whole week : what labor, fatigue, 
and privation would you not encounter in preparation, rather 
than forego the pleasure and advantage of attendance ? Your 
anticipation would be so high as to prevent your sleep. You 
would be under continual fear that something might occur to 
prevent your attendance. 

If no obstacle presented, you would still have one serious 
occasion of regret, namely, that the precious week would soon 
be passed, and then the scenes of exquisite pleasure would end. 
It is therefore requisite to suppose, in order to complete the 
imaginary picture, that the joyous association of beauty, music, 
scenery, and conviviality, should continue with infinite varia¬ 
tions a year—a thousand years—forever—time without end ! 

But even this picture, brilliant and desirable as it may ap¬ 
pear to some, is even insipid and disagreeable in comparison 
with the excellence of the glorious everlasting kingdom which 
the elect will inherit, upon the renovated and brilliant new 
earth. Many of the most faithful saints experience more sub¬ 
stantial joy even in this life, and in the midst of poverty, than 
the combined circumstances above described could possibly 
furnish. Such is the glorious excellence of the divine Being, 
that when Christ manifests himself to the human soul, that 
soul is inexpressibly happy. The precious “ pearl of great 
price” cannot be described by mere human language. In 
connexion with this subject, however, it may be proper to 
draw from the scriptures some light on the divine character of 
that person who was born in a stable, cradled in a manger, 
who wTOught at the carpenters’ trade, journeyed on foot, suf¬ 
fered hunger and fatigue, washed the feet of his disciples, 
was scourged, spit upon, crucified, and buried; but who rose 
again, and ascended into heaven, having promised to come 
again and raise the dead, and establish all his saints in ever¬ 
lasting glory. Of this glorious ONE speak the following 
pessages of the sacred scriptures: 

“ Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given : and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
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be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Ever¬ 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace/' (224.) 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God/' (225.) 

“ All things were made by him, and without him was not 
anything made that was made." (22G.) 

“ By him were all things created that arc in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible." (227.) 

“ He is before all things, and by him all things consist." 
(228.) 

“ lie was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not." (229.) 

“ In him dwellcth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." 
(230.) 

“ Thus saitli the Lord the King of Israel, and his Redeemer 
the Lord of hosts: lam the first, and I am the last; and 
besides me there is no God." (231.) 

9 u I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last." (232.) 

“ I am he thatliveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive 
for evermore." (233.) 

“ I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy 
Saviour." (234.) 

“Iam the Lord your Holy One; the Creator of Israel, 
your King." (235.) N 

“ I am lie : I am the first; I also am the last. Mine hand 
hath also laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand 
hath spanned the heavens." (236.) 

“ Before me there was no God formed, neither shall there 
be after me. I, even I, am the Lord, and besides me there 
is no Saviour." (237.) 

“ Is there a God besides me ? yea, there is no God : I know 
not any." (238.) 

“ I and my Father are one." (239.) 

“ He that hath seen me hath seen the Father." (240.) 

Some who may read this, will probably be astonished by 
this combination of scripture, and will even doubt that they 
are found in the Bible; and some may be impressed with an 
extraordinary realizing sense of the necessity and propriety of 
obeying all the commandments of that glorious, wonderful, 
excellent One. For the convenience of those who have a dis¬ 
position to obey, but who find it difficult to charge their minds 
and memories with all the duties enjoined, I shall present a 
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few of* the principal and pointed commandments and injunc¬ 
tions from the sacred scriptures, not regarding, however, the 
Mosaic law, as that was wholly superseded by the Christian 
dispensation; but quoting from the Psalms of David, the 
Proverbs of Solomon, and the admonition of the prophets, such 
injunctions as agree with the precepts of the gospel. It may 
be, moreover, remarked, preliminarily, that the precepts and 
commandments of Christ, as recorded in the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh chapters of Matthew, are not to be regarded as ex¬ 
traordinary, nor restricted to that solitary occasion, but as a 
specimen of the general tenor of his teaching during his min¬ 
istry; for we find the same precepts were taught on other 
occasions, as recorded in the sixth and twelfth chapters of 
Luke. The Apostles, also, subsequently taught the same in¬ 
junctions. It is, therefore, evidently indispensable that these 
precepts should be obeyed implicitly by all who would be saved 
by the divine Author thereof—for the language is too plain 
to be misunderstood or metaphorized; and whoever neglects 
obedience to them, however prayerful and spiritual they may 
appear, will assuredly fill under sectarian or other delusions, 
and will come short of the full and perfect salvation. The 
better way is, to take the Lord at his word, and trust in him; 
for his “yoke is easy, and his burden is light” to all those 
who deny themselves, and confide in him; and they “ find rest 
to their souls,” which cannot be found by those who lean upon 
the wealth of this world, or on their own abilities. 

“ Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking 
guile.” (241.) “ Cer.se from anger, and forsake wrath.” (242.) 
“ Offer unto God thanksgiving.” (243.) “ Worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness.” (244.) “Withhold not good from 
them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thy hand 
to do it.” (245.) “ Be thou in the fear of the Lord all the 

day long.” (240.) 

(iVo/c: The fear of the Lord, so frequently mentioned in 
the scriptures, implies such a sense of his greatness, goodness, 
holiness, and omnipresence, as will induce constant obedience, 
but is not inconsistent with confidence and joy. This “fear of 
the Lord” is repeatedly said to be “ the beginning of wisdom.”) 

“Ilejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thy 
heart be glad when he stumbleth.” (247.) “ Be not rash 

with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to utter any¬ 
thing before God.” (248.) “Seek judgment; relieve the 
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oppressed/' (249.) (This word “ judgment" often signifies 
benevolence and kindness, especially in relieving the oppressed.) 

“ Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbor/' (250.) 
“ Let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neigh¬ 
bor/' (251.) “Let your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven/' (252.) “ Swear not at all." (253.) “ Give to him 

that asketli thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn 
not thou away." (254.) “Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you." (255.) “ Take no thought for 

your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet 
for your body, what ye shall put on (256); but seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you." (257.) 

( Note : Since thousands have stumbled over these command¬ 
ments, it seems proper to annex a few words of comment; 
though in so doing, I must disagree with all the popular 
I). D.s who have commented thereon. That the Lord meant 
strictly what he said, cannot be doubted ; yet the words need 
not be so extremely literallized as to require a man to neglect 
to eat when food is provided, nor to neglect to go to the mar¬ 
ket for provisions, when he has the means of buying it; yet 
the commandment evidently requires that men should at all 
times act from the single motive of doing their duty, regard¬ 
less of their own interest. The “kingdom of God," in this 
as in some other passages, signifies a state of love, confidence, 
and joyful apprehension of God—a state which is invariably 
attained by humble obedience; and for all who seek the di¬ 
vine favor by obedience, the Lord has promised to provide all 
things needful. To work in some manner, and be industrious, 
is the duty of all, when not engaged in learning truth by read¬ 
ing or hearing; but Christians should have a higher motive 
for industry than the love of money, or of the things which 
they can procure therewith. The idea that the Lord has left 
his people to depend upon chance , or upon the course of nature, 
should not be for a moment entertained; for the divine Being 
condescends to watch over the wants of each and every person 
who trusts in him, and will provide all things needful, by his 
special providence, and independently of the ordinary courso 
of nature.) 

“ Sell whatsoever thou hast, and (what ? build a splendid 
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church for my disciples, or establish a college for the edu¬ 
cation of young ministers? No such thing; but) give to the 
poor.” (258.) 

“ What things soever ye desire when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them , and ye shall have them” (259.) 

“ Give to every man that asketli of thee; and of him that 
taketli away thy goods, ask them not again; and as ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.” 

“ Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypoc¬ 
risy.” (261.) 

“ Take heed that the light that is in thee be not darkness.” 
(262.) 

( Note : These injunctions imply, what has been herein men¬ 
tioned, that there is danger of falling into delusion and darkness 
of superstition, by neglecting obedience to the commandments, 
and regarding the teachings of men rather than those of God. 
The light of modern theological seminaries, and of the secta¬ 
rian churches generally, is darkness; the doctrines therein 
taught are the inventions of men.) 

“ Let your conversation be as bccoineth the gospel of Christ.” 
(263.) 

“Set your affection on things above, and not on things on 
the earth.” (264.) 

“ Let the word of Christ dwell in vou richly in all wisdom.” 

( 265 .) 

“ Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanks¬ 
giving.” (266.) 

“ Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is 
evil; cleave to that w hich is good. Be kindly affectioned one 
to another with brotherly love, in honor preferring one an¬ 
other; not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing in¬ 
stant in prayer; * * bless them which persecute you; bless, 

and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and w T eep 
with them that w*eep. * * Recompense to no man evil for 
evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. * * Bo 
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” (267.) 

“ Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may min¬ 
ister grace unto the hearers. * * Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamor, and evil-speaking, be put away from 
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you, with all malice; and be ye kind one to another, tender* 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you.” (208.) 

“ llejoice evermore ; pray without ceasing; in everything 
give thanks; * * quench not the Spirit; despise not prophesy- 
ings; prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” (269.) 

“ Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.” (270.) 

“ Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall 
lift you up.” (271.) 

u Honor all men ; love the brotherhood.” (272.) 

u Love not the world, neither the things that arc in tho 
world.” (273.) 

“ Keep yourselves in the love of God.” (274.) 

“ If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him.” (275.) 

On the subject of the duty and privilege of prayer, it may 
be remarked that it is not good to follow any regular form; 
but rather to follow the dictates of desires, and a sense of duty 
at the time. Long prayers are seldom expedient. It is mockery 
to use petitions in prayer without a corresponding desire of 
the heart. Very loud prayers, except in large congregations, 
are inconsistent with the knowledge and a proper sense of the 
omnipresence of God Some pray as though they supposed 
the Lord to be a great way off; and themselves may be sup¬ 
posed to be a great way off from the true knowledge of God. 
Some pray with an excess of resignation, in which case their 
prayers amount to nothing more than a request that the Lord 
will do as he pleases; or do what is right; but such prayer is 
needless. It is recorded that Jesus said in one of his prayers 
t( not as I will, but as thou wilt;” but this does not prove that 
Christians should never pray positively and confidently. It is 
better for a confiding Christian to ask for what he needs and 
what lie desires, and believe that God will grant his requests, 
however inconsistent with apparent prospects. It is a pointed 
commandment, that when people pray, they should believe 
that they will receive the things asked for. The worst thing 
I have seen in the writings of Rowland Ilill, is the ridiculing 
the prayer of a poor washerwoman, who had prayed “ that the 
clouds might be removed that the sun might shine to dry her 
washed clothes.” Now it is probable that the poor woman 
was so circumstanced that the sustenance of her children 


33 


depended apparently upon her pay for washing, which she could 
not obtain until the clothes were dry and returned; and there 
could be no impropriety in such prayer; for the Lord, who 
rules all circumstances, would have pre-arranged that the pe¬ 
culiar circumstances should induce the woman thus to pray, 
just at the time that general circumstances should require the 
removal of the clouds. I have known many instances in 
which the special prayers, even of children, have been conspic¬ 
uously answered, apparently contrary to the course of nature; 
and I have known a boy, who was neither pious nor obedient, 
and had very little religious instruction except what he learned 
from reading the New Testament, but who had such faith in 
prayer that whatever he asked for was granted. Of many in¬ 
stances of this kind I will mention but one :—a terrific thun¬ 
derstorm, which had approached, loudly roaring with rain and 
wind, to within the distance of a mile, was suddenly dissipated 
and broken up by his request or prayer; he was then about 
ten years old. 

If the friends of any person arc sick or in danger, it is the 
privilege of that person to ask, positively and believing, for 
their recovery or preservation, ami the prayer will certainly be 
answered. But let praying persons beware of asking for things 
for the gratification of their pride, covetousness, or other carnal 
propensities or desires; for the answers of such may be injuri¬ 
ous—a curse rather than a blessing. It may be remembered 
that the devil has sometimes prayed, (270,) and his prayer was 
answered ; but it proved of no benefit to him. 

The following examples of prayer from the scriptures show , 
what desires we should especially cherish: 

“ Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in a plain path.” 
(277.) 

“ Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness, because of mine 
enemies: make thy way straight before my face.” (278.) 

“Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; 0 Lord, make haste 
to help me.” (279.) 

“Show me thy ways, 0 Lord; teach me thy paths; lead 
me in thy truth, and teach me.” (280.) 

“ 0 send out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me.” 
(281.) 

“ Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.” (282.) 

“ Teach me thy way, 0 Lord; I will walk in thy truth : 
unite my heart to fear thy name.” (283.) 


34 


“ Show me a token for good.” (284.) 

“ Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favor that thou bearest 
unto thy people. 0 visit me with thy salvation, that I may 
see the good of thy chosen; * * that I may glory with thine 
inheritance.” (285.) 

“ 0 that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes.” “0 
let me not wander from thy commandments.” “ Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.” 
“ Teach me, 0 Lord, the way of thy statutes, and I shall keep 
it unto the end.” “ Give me understanding, and I shall keep 
thy law.” “ Make me to go in the path of thy command¬ 
ments.” “ Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity, and 
quicken thou me in thy way.” “ Quicken me in thy right¬ 
eousness.” “ Teach me good judgment and knowledge.” 
“Quicken me after thy loving-kindness; so shall I keep the 
testimony of thy mouth.” “Give me understanding, that I 
may know thy testimonies.” “Look thou upon me, and be 
merciful unto me, as thou usest to do unto those that love thy 
name.” “ Order my steps in thy word, and let not any iniquity 
have dominion over me.” “ Make thy face to shine upon 
thy servant, and teach me thy statutes.” “ Plead my cause, 
and deliver me; quicken me according to thy word.” (286.) 

“ Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk.” (287.) 

“ Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God. Thy 
Spirit is good : lead me into the land of uprightness.” (288.) 

“Remove far from me vanity and lies; give me neither pov¬ 
erty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me.” (280.) 

“ Save thy people, and bless their inheritance.” (200.) 

It is a very prevalent practice in some of the most fanatical 
sectarian churches, to pray much and loud for the conversion 
of sinners ; and the prayer is sometimes uttered that the Lord 
w ill convert all the sinners in the congregation; as if the Lord 
was able but not willing to convert them, and needed to be 
persuaded; and that the supplicant supposed himself more 
benevolent than the divine Author of benevolence. Rut if such 
prayers are right, then it w T ould be right to pray for the salva¬ 
tion of all men; and if it would be right to pray for the sal¬ 
vation of all, then most assuredly all will be saved. Rut 
according to the most conspicuous scripture evidence, it is not 
right to discard the word of God, and pray for the salvation of 
those whom he has declared he w ill not save. It would be 
more consistent to pray for the conversion and salvation of 
all who are “ ordained to eternal life,” but who yet remain 
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impenitent; according to the divine example of Christ, who said, 
“ I pray not for the world, but for those whom thou hast given 
me;” and “ neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word.” (201.) It is 
evident that neither Christ nor his apostles ever prayed for 
the salvation of the tares—the children of the wicked one; 
and the ardent sympathy which many profess to entertain for 
(( poor sinners,” is inconsistent with the Christian spirit. The 
Psalms of David were written for the admonition of the saints 
of after ages, and generally express the language of Christ; but 
iu them we find no such sympathy for the wicked. The fol¬ 
lowing few extracts may illustrate this point : 

“ Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee ? I hate them 
with perfect hatred ; I count them mine enemies.” (292.) 

“ lie not merciful to any w r icked transgressors.” (z93.) 

“ Give them according to their deeds, and according to tho 
wickedness of their endeavors.” (294.) 

“ Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not.” (295.) 

" Add iniquity unto their iniquity, and let them not como 
into thy righteousness.” (290.) 

“ Let them be as chaff before the wind, and let the angel of 
the Lord chase them.” (297.) 

“ Consume them in wrath : consume them, that they may 
not be.” (298.) 

“ Let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in the 
grave.” (299.) 

The disposition of Christ towards the wicked is, moreover, 
sufficiently evinced by his explanation to his disciples, “ Unto 
you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; 
but unto them that are without , all these things arc done in 
parables; that seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hear¬ 
ing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they 
should be converted , and their sins should be forgiven them.” 
(300.) 

It is not surprising that those who have been taught to 
believe in the eternal torment of the wicked should be reluct¬ 
ant to embrace the truth here illustrated; for multitudes have 
been constrained to sw r allow the absurdities of Universalism , 
rather than attribute such cruelty to the blessed, kind divine 
Being. 

But in view of the fact that the tares are not immortal, but 
are regarded as mere “ brute beasts,” there is no appearance 
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of injustice nor unkindness. It will be objected that Christ 
prayed for his enemies when he said, “ Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do” (300); but in this he evidently 
prayed for those only who should repent and be saved. We 
must forgive all personal injuries to ourselves, and may pray 
that the Lord will not punish the authors thereof, on account 
of those injuries; but to pray that they may be converted and 
saved, is not authorized in the scriptures. 

When a believing soul earnestly desires the salvation of any 
dear and beloved friend, the desire itself is an evidence that 
the beloved one may be saved; and in this case it is the privilege 
of all believers to pray for the salvation of those whom they 
love, whether parents, brothers, sisters, children, or others. 
But Christians know it to be a fact, that they cannot find 
liberty and confidence in praying for the salvation of those 
who will not believe and repent; and it is seldom that lively 
Christians can feel strong affection for such people. It may 
be further remarked on the subject of prayer, that there are 
cases in which it is not improper to pray for events even after 
the time at which they must have been irrevocably decided, 
provided the praying one is ignorant of the decision. For 
example, a person may pray that his friend may have em¬ 
barked in a certain vessel which has already sailed, or that a 
certain letter may have been received by his friend prior to his 
having embarked, &c.; and such prayer may be presented with 
as much confidence as if the event were yet future; for the 
Lord will have anticipated the prayer of faith. 

It is the policy of the popular churches and of the pastors 
thereof, to inculcate a vehement desire and anxiety for the 
conversion (?) of people, for the purpose of adding numbers, 
to increase the popularity of the churches. They preach 
u smooth things,” in regard to duty and obedience, and with 
il enticing words,” or with “ great swelling words” of man’s 
wisdom, and dilate upon the everlasting torments of hell: but 
this was not the manner of the Apostles, nor of the primitive 
church. Therefore, let no one suppose that by joining himself 
to a modern popular church, and maintaining what is called a 
good standing therein, he can make any advance towards sal¬ 
vation. Rather let all honest church-members withdraw from 
the popular churches. “ Come out from among them, and be 
ye separate,” for they are Babylon. They teach not the truth; 
neither practise it. They are countenanced by the grand 




adversary, and are often employed by him as cradles, for the 
purpose of lulling the people into sleep, and imaginary securi¬ 
ty ; and thus preventing them from seeking the truth of the 
holy scriptures. The true church of Christ never has been, 
nor never can be, popular in (Jtis world. But the prophetic 
scriptures are full on the subject, that ostensible churches 
should be popular in the latter days, and that pastors and teach¬ 
ers should abound who would teach perverse doctrines, fables, 
and traditions of men; and the saints 'are admonished to be¬ 
ware of them. No lively and obedient Christian can stand 
in the modern fashionable churches; for as soon as it is known 
that a member studies and obeys the Bible, he is regarded as 
a fanatic; and virtually discarded, if not excommunicated. 
The popularity of the modern ostensible churches was fully 
predicted in the 2d chapter of Isaiah, (also in the 4th chap¬ 
ter of Micah,) where it is called “ the mountain of the Lord’s 
house,” and it is said that “ many people shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain,” &c.; but in the 
sixth verse it is intimated that the true children will have 
withdrawn from the popular church. Every person who has 
given any attention to the scriptures, knows that all extrava¬ 
gance, or useless expense in the construction or decoration of 
churches; all assumed dignity of clergy; fashionable expen¬ 
sive organs, and choirs of formal singers; and all customs and 
movements tending to please the world, and render the church 
popular,—arc in direct opposition to the true principles of the 
Christian religion. Every dollar of expense for attraction or 
popularity, is an indication of hypocrisy. A strong and con¬ 
spicuous trait of the false, anti-Christian church, (often desig¬ 
nated in prophetic scripture as “ the strange woman,” aud 
“ Babylon,”) is excess of persuasion, and worldly attraction; 
as it is written “ The strange woman which flattereth with her 
words,” (302;) u none that go unto her return again, neither 
take they hold of the paths of life.” (303.) “ Her mouth is 

smoother than oil, but her feet go down to death.” (304.) 
“Lest thou shouldst ponder the path of life, her ways are move- 
able, that thou canst not know them.” (305.) This is a 
striking picture. Lest men should study the scriptures and 
learn the truth, and discover the fallacy of popular theories 
and the hypocrisy of the churches, the leaders have often 
changed their tenets, and published thousands ot theological 
books, and weekly sectarian newspapers, for the reading of the 


i 


38 


people; and the clergy strenuously enjoin punctual attendance 
at church on Sundays, thus depriving people of time and op¬ 
portunity for studying the scriptures; while the different 
theories preached and published, are so perverse and compli¬ 
cated as to blind the minds of people to the true light of sim¬ 
ple truth. But in connection with what is said of the “ strange 
woman/' the scriptures prescribe a safer course for those who 
desire the truth, namely, u Drink waters out of thine own 
cistern, and running waters out of thine own weir' (306); 
a strong admonition to men, to study the scriptures, each for 
himself, instead of leaning upon the ostensible churches. It 
is, moreover, written of this “ strange woman which flattereth 
with her words/' that “ her house is the way to hell, going down 
to the chambers of death." (307.) She is also said to be u clam¬ 
orous," and represented as sitting “ on a seat in the high places 
of the city, to call to passengers," &c. (308); that u her 
mouth is a narrow pit," and that “ she increaseth the trans¬ 
gressors among men." (309.) There cannot be a reasonable 
doubt that these scriptures allude to religious institutions— 
ostensible churches of later ages. The following passages of 
scripture also contain much instruction on the subject of the 
character of a popular worldly church, and the importance of 
its being avoided by the saints ; for it will be readily seen that 
the admonition to u depart from Babylon," could not have 
applied to the Jews of the Babylonish captivity at that time, 
and especially as similar language is found in the Revelations, 
written some centuries later, it evidently means that the saints 
elect should flee from the Papal church—the “ mother of har¬ 
lots," and from her daughters, the corrupt Protestant churches. 

“ Deliver thyself O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter 
of Babylon." (310.) 

“ My people, go ye out of the midst of her; deliver ye every 
man his soul." (311.) 

u Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive 
daughter of Zion." (312.) 

“ Depart ye; depart ye; go ye out ft*om thence. * * Go ye 
out of the midst of her, ye that bear the vessels of the Lord." 
(313.) 

“ Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with 
a voice of singing; declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the 
end of the earth." (314.) 

Note: This shows it to be the duty of Christians to warn 
others to escape from the Babylonish institutions. 
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“ Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” (315.) 

“ Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard ; they have trod¬ 
den my portion under foot; they have made my pleasant 
portion a desolate wilderness.” (31G.) 

“ They sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy 
words, but they will not do them; for with their mouth they 
show much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness/* 

(317.) 

“ They profess that they know God, but in works they deny 
him/* (318.) 

u They, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not wise/* (319.) 

“ Come out from among them, and be ye separate.” (320.) 

u Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them/* (321.) 

Some may cavil that the scripture passages are garbled, 
being selected from different parts without apparent connection 
with each other; but it is a fact which should be more gene- 
eally understood, that the most important doctrines of the Bible 
are revealed “here a little and there a little,” (322,) in iso¬ 
lated and unconnected passages, through the entire volume. 
Even the most definite prophecies of the Messiah, and which 
are quoted by the Evangelists, are generally found isolated in 
the midst of language foreign to the subject, and with which 
they have no apparent connection. Had the scriptures been 
composed by men, the arrangement thereof would have been 
otherwise; but being written by the several prophets in differ¬ 
ent ages, moved by the Holy Ghost, they each writing “ here 
a little and there a little” on each several topic, the study of 
all their writings, and the comparing of one passage with ano¬ 
ther, becomes requisite in order to understand the whole. 
With regard to the assembling, and associating of Christians, 
it is good for them to associate together, even in companies of 
two or three if no more, (323,) and to “ speak often one to 
another” (324;) but it is better for one to study and worship 
alone, than to associate with a proud and fashionable band of 
worldlings who style themselves a church, and to be “ subject 
to ordinances after the commandments and doctrines of men.” 
(325.) One of these ordinances is made such a powerful en¬ 
gine to draw people into the churches and hold them there, 
that it is entitled to notice in this place. It is called the com- 
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munion, or monthly celebration of the Lord's Supper; and 
like most of the Papal rites, purports to be authorized by 
scripture, and very indispensable. Let us look at the original 
facts: At the last Passover supper, the Lord tc took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them (the dis¬ 
ciples,) saying, This is my body, which is given for you; this 
do in remembrance of me.” (326.) “ And he took the cup, 

and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of 
it; for this is my blood of the new testament which is shed 
for many, for the remission of sins" (327); and we are in¬ 
formed by Paul that lie added, “ This do, as often as yeMrink 
it, in remembrance of me." (328.) If the Lord meant that 
his disciples should break bread and give thanks as often as 
they should celebrate the feast of the Passover, it should not 
be observed but once a year. But the disciples understood 
the injunction to mean that they should do it every day, or 
as often as they ate bread. The ordinance is not restricted to 
congregations, nor does it require the presence of a priest or 
clergyman; but it is proper for every Christian to give thanks 
—vocally or silently—as often as he eats bread or drinks 
wine; and to break his bread in remembrance of the broken 
body of Christ. But the ordinance as practised in most of 
the churches, is principally the invention of men, for the pur- - 
pose of giving the clergy the more power over the people. 
The admonition of Paul, u Forsake not the assembling of your¬ 
selves together," is often quoted (for the benefit of the clergy) 
to induce people to go to church or meeting; but it is not to 
be understood that Paul admonished the saints to attend the 
Jewish synagogues; and modern popular churches are but 
little preferable. It may be remembered, moreover, that the 
saints of those days had not the scriptures to read as at pre¬ 
sent, and were, of course, more dependant upon preaching for 
their intelligence. The very prevalent custom of leaning and 
depending upon regular preaching, and a set form and order 
of worship, is injurious to the life of religion, however much 
it may conduce to the popularity of the churches. The meet¬ 
ings of Christians arc most lively and refreshing when con¬ 
ducted on the primitive plan. (329.) Or if alternate prayer, 
singing, and reading of the scriptures, with occasional brief 
admonitions, were practised by small bands of sincere and 
warm-hearted saints, it would be better for them titan the 
hearing of formal preaching and singing. But if there happen 
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to be a solitary tare among them, lie will probably manifest 
himself by putting himself forward as a leader, and volunteer 
to conduct the meetings. 

The modern propensity of professed Christians to employ 
clergymen was evidently predicted as an evil which should 
prevail in the last days, namely, that men, having itching 
ears, should “ heap to themselves teachers /’ &c. (880); and 
it is a notorious fact that those who are the most forward in 
hiring clergy, building meeting-houses, buying pews, and 
attending church, seldom study the scriptures for themselves, 
but lean upon their minister for instruction. But the true 
children, if they attend the popular churches, can find only 
muddy water to drink, as represented in the scripture, (831,) 
and therefore should rather avoid them. The modern popular 
clergy are the same in character, or similar to the ancient 
Pharisees, who, be it remembered, were very moral, and re¬ 
puted to be the most pious people of the age; and the same 
style of arguments is frequently employed by these, as were 
by them. But we are commanded to judge them by their 
fruits or works; for as a corrupt tree cannot produce good 
fruit, neither can a man teach or know the truth, unless he 
obeys the commandments of Christ. Even the common titles 
which they have assumed—reverend divines, and doctors of 
divinity—should be considered sufficient evidence that they 
are of the world, and not of God, and that they are blind to 
the true doctrines of Christ. But I will present a few pas¬ 
sages of prophetic scripture relative to the popular pastors of 
after times, and invite readers to judge whether they apply to 
the clergy of the present. The titles of doctors of divinity 
and reverend clergy, not beiug known to the ancients, the 
titles of prophets, priests, and pastors are employed to desig¬ 
nate them; and the prophecies on this subject could not have 
been fully applicable to the age in which they were written, 
but were intended to apply to an after age; as it is written, 
“ This shall be written for a generation to come.” (332.) “In 
the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.” (333.) 

“ In the last days perilous times shall come; for men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, * * 

despisers of those that are good,” &c. (334.) (Men of this 

character have been common in every age; therefore the predic¬ 
tion must have reference to professed teachers of the church.) 

“ There were false prophets among the people, even as there 
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shall be false teachers among you, * * by reason of whom 

the way of truth shall be evil spoken of; and through cove¬ 
tousness shall they, with feigned words, make merchandise of 
you.” (335.) 

“ Among my people arc found wicked men : they lay wait 
as he that setteth snares; they set a trap to catch men.” (336.) 

“ They please themselves in the children of strangers.” (337.) 

u 0 my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and 
destroy the w*ay of thy paths.” (338.) 

“The leaders of this people cause them to err, and they that 
are led of them are destroyed.” (339.) 

“ If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” 
(340.) 

“ They are shepherds that cannot understand; they all look 
to their own way; every one for his gain from his quarter.” 

( 841 .) 

“ The priests teach for hire, and the prophets divine for 
money.” (342.) 

“ The prophets that make my people err; * * and he 

that puttcth not into their mouths, they even prepare war 
against him.” (343.) 

“ Wo unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; which justify the 
w icked for rew r ard, and take away the righteousness of the 
righteous from him.” (344.) 

“ They have made them crooked paths; whosoever goeth 
therein shall not know peace.” (345.) 

“ From the least of them even unto the greatest of them, 
every one is given to covetousness.” (346.) 

“ They have rejected the word of the Lord; and what wis¬ 
dom is in them ?” (347.) 

“ Every one, from the least even unto the greatest, is given 
to covetousness; from the prophet even unto the priest, every 
one dealeth falsely.” (348.) 

“ The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule 
by their means; and my people (professed Christians) love to 
have it so.” (349.) 

“ The pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the 
Lord.” (350.) 

“Wo be to the shepherds of Israel, that do feed them¬ 
selves.” (351.) 

“ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing.” (352.) 


43 


“ Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” (353.) 

“ In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.” (354.) 

u Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves 
about witli sparks; walk in the light of your fire, and in the 
sparks that ye have kindled; this shall ye have of my hand; 
ye shall lie down in sorrow.” (355.) 

This passage seems to refer to the modern customs of pro¬ 
ducing artificial conversions and revivals. If it docs not refer 
to these “ traps to catch men,” and make merchandise of them. 
I do not know what it means. 

Thd ancient scribes and Pharisees were educated, and re¬ 
garded as the wisest men of the age, in theology; yet they 
knew so little of the character of God, and of the meaning of 
the scriptures, that they could not recognise the Messiah, 
although the humble, illiterate people recognised him. So 
with modern college-learned clergy; they are reputed to be 
wise in theology, and often intimate that without a theological 
education, people cannot understand the Bible. But the fact 
is, that they are blinded by the love of this world, while the 
knowledge of God and of the truth can only be obtained by 
the humble “fear of the Lord” which induces obedience, and 
not by the learning of theological institutions; as it is writ¬ 
ten, “ The wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the 
understanding of the prudent shall be hid.” (356.) It is also 
written, “ I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the 
earth; I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain” 
(357); thus plainly signifying that the light of truth is not 
difficult to obtain, by those who seek it in sincerity and obe¬ 
dience. But all those who love the honor, wealth, and pride 
of this world, are blinded thereby, and cannot see the truth, 
be it ever so plainly presented before them. 

By way of illustrating the foregoing, I shall briefly describe 
the position of the true " house of Israel” in this world; and 
the policy and movements of the enemy that sowed tares. 

It is written in the scriptures of truth, “ I will command, 
and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as 
corn is sifted in a sieve; yet shall not the least grain fall 
upon the earth.” (357.) 

If in this passage the term “ house of Israel” meant the 
literal nation of the Jews, the prediction would have been long 
ago contradicted by historical events; because it is well known 
that entire sections and branches of that nation have mingled 
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with other nations and become extinct, and forever lost their 
identity; and, moreover, we have the full declaration that they 
shall never be restored. (359.) But it is too plain to require 
argument to prove, that the house of Israel here spoken of is 
the u true Israel” defined by the Apostle as children of Abra¬ 
ham, and heirs of the promises. (360.) But the general and 
peculiar character of this family is noted in every book of 
the scriptures, from Genesis to llevclation ; and especially in 
an allusion to the missionary efforts of certain classes, to send 
the gospel of the kingdom to all who will receive it in other 
nations, it is written, “ Ho to the land shadowing with wings, 
which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia; that sendeth ambassa¬ 
dors by the sea, even in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, 
saying, Go, ye swift messengers, to a nation scattered and 
peeled—to a people terrible from their beginning hitherto— 
a nation meted out and trodden down, whose land the rivers 
have spoiled.” (361.) This nation which is scattered and 
peeled, is the house of Israel—the children of faithful Abra¬ 
ham, or, as defined by their own King, “ the children of the 
kingdom, (362,) and of whom, though sifted among all na¬ 
tions, not a hair of their head shall perish. It may be seen, 
by a glance at the map, that the land beyond the rivers of 
ancient Ethiopia, (being now called Barbary, or the Barbary 
States,) from Judea, must be America; and the comparative 
phrase, “ vessels of bulrushes,” probably refers to the swift¬ 
ness or speed of vessels of modern times. With regard to the 
circumstances of this family of the house of Israel, all the 
land in the world properly belongs to them, for it was for 
their use and habitation that the world was created; as it is 
written, “ He created it (the earth) not in vain; he formed 
it to be inhabited.” (363.) Moreover, Abraham is said to be 
the heir of the world by promise; for the whole length and 
breadth of the land without boundaries, was promised to him 
when he journeyed from his father's house, not knowing 
whither he went. (364.) But the land, it is said, the rivers 
have spoiled. In the symbolical representations of the scrip¬ 
tures, waters always or generally signify people, multitudes, 
or nations. (365.) llivers of running water may be un¬ 
derstood to represent the movements of nations; and the 
political movements of the nations of the earth, on the 
Edomitish or Babylonish system, have spoiled or taken pos¬ 
session of all these lands; and for about six thousand years, 
the 11 children” have been wandering as pilgrims in their own 
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land. In certain popular theatrical plays, the author lias 
made the banished heir's or proprietors of thrones, castles, and 
lands, to return in disguise, and sojourn for a season as menial 
servants or wandering strangers on the very premises of which 
they were the rightful owners, and of which they are even¬ 
tually made to come into full possession triumphantly, and to 
the utter discomfiture of the usurpers who had been reveling 
thereon. The children of the house of Israel have been, and 
are still, in a similar position, but in one incomparably more 
interesting; for, instead of a mere prospect of coming into 
possession of the estate of the earth as it is, they have an in¬ 
fallible assurance and guaranty that they will not only obtain 
possession, but that the entire territory will be made incon¬ 
ceivably glorious and excellent, and they themselves changed 
to beautiful and glorious persons, with great capacities of en¬ 
joyment, and that their lives and happiness will continue for¬ 
ever. They arc the people represented as the true wheat 
which was sown in the world, and among which an enemy 
subsequently sowed tares : the tares overwhelm the wheat in 
a manner, but never can succeed to destroy nor injure it. They 
have been for a long time “ scattered and peeled,” trodden 
down and despised, and esteemed the most foolish and con¬ 
temptible of all people. Abel, Enoch, and Noah, and probably 
many thousands more, before the Deluge, and of whom history 
is silent, were members of this family. Some of the peculiar 
features of this family appeared conspicuously developed in 
Joseph, who was, to some extent, a type of the family called 
the House of Israel; (sometimes also called Zion, and some¬ 
times Ariel.) David and other prophets evinced much of the 
same peculiar character. But after the first advent of Christ 
(who is the head of this family) the characteristic peculiari¬ 
ties of this people became more conspicuous. In order to illus¬ 
trate more clearly the peculiar circumstances of these children, 
it becomes requisite to speak of an opposite character—the 
wicked spirit which influences the mass of mankind, and fur¬ 
nishes most of the motives, desires, and arguments of men of 
this world, and is always ready to take up an argument on 
whatever side of any question favors his own cause. He is at 
the head of the profession usually termed lawyers, (3GC5,) and 
is sometimes the head leader of two opposite political parties 
at the same time, even as a man may sometimes set his left 
hand against his right hand in a game of chess. The first speci¬ 
men of the arguing power of this officious one, of which we 
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have any account, wa$ given in the garden of Eden, (367,) 
where he succeeded in convincing his audience that it was a 
wiser course to disobey the commandments of God than to obey. 

When the Israelites had been delivered from the bondage of 
Egypt, this great pettifogger persuaded them to turn back. 

When the law had been introduced, and the Israelites 
had acquired a residence in Canaan, he w T as constantly urging 
the great advantage of having a full supply of artificial gods, 
lie also became exceedingly charitable towards the poor heathen 
nations, and urged the Israelites to form alliances with them, 
and at least tolerate their various religions. 

But after the gospel had been introduced, he became a great 
stickler for the law of Moses, especially for circumcision and 
the sabbath day. So very zealous and sensitive w r as he upon 
this point, that he*induced several successive persecutions 
against Jesus of Nazareth, because he did not keep the sabbath 
in so strict a manner as this arch lawyers conscience required. 
But finding he could not successively oppose the power of the 
principal truths of the gospel, he became a professed Christian, 
and ushered thousands of his own children into the ostensible 
church; and so zealous was he, that he induced the expendi¬ 
ture of millions of dollars in the erection and decorations of 
churches, chapels, and cathedrals, for his converted children 
to worship in, according to his own improved rules. He W'as 
withal so charitable towards the poor ignorant heathen, that 
his ministers compromised with the Pagans, and adopted 
many of their leading tenets into the ostensibly Christian 
church; and not only pardoned sins for money, but sold on 
very liberal terms, indulgences or licenses to sin. 

Some of the u children of the kingdom,” being taken by 
surprise, at first rejoiced in the popularity of ostensible Chris¬ 
tianity : but it was soon made apparent to them, that the only 
chance for their salvation was to retire unobserved from the 
dignified churches, and make themselves scarce; and when the 
popularity of nominal Christianity had become nearly universal, 
the house of Israel, which had been sifted among all nations, 
had disappeared; for the children had hid themselves; and 
whenever they were discovered—as they sometimes were, 
worshipping in little obscure bauds—they were severely per¬ 
secuted as heretics. 

But after the bold remonstrances of Luther, the children 
became more bold, and ventured to assemble in humble con¬ 
gregations, though they were stigmatized as Come-outers. 
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But the truth of their cause soon became so conspicuous, that 
the grand adversary was again induced to resort to his old 
trick of joining the party; and having induced many of his 
own people to join the Protestants, and managed to introduce 
a large quantity of the features and principles of the “ mother 
church,” this Protestant church also became popular; and 
the children of the house of Israel were again' compelled to 
withdraw themselves, and worship in small companies in barns 
and sheds, or in the open fields; and in addition to the appel¬ 
lations of Come-outcrs and heretics, they were stigmatized by 
the titles of Methodists, Newlights, and fanatics. The indus¬ 
trious cultivator of tares was greatly provoked that the foolish 
children of the house of Israel were so fastidious that they 
could not be pleased with any of his expensive accommoda¬ 
tions ; and finally, in his indefatigable exertions to accommo¬ 
date them, he has induced the introduction of twenty or more 
different creeds, and forms of churches under different sectarian 
names; always careful, however, to have each creed embrace 
much of the ancient features of Paganism, and traditions con¬ 
trary to, and in contradiction of, the true doctrine of the scrip¬ 
tures. But after all, the obstinate children would not accept 
the accommodations, unless the churches would admit the 
truth of the whole Bible, prophecies and all; and give it a 
preference over all church tradition, and the theories of the 
most popular and learned doctors of divinity, bishops, and 
commentators. They were directed to this course by the gen¬ 
eral tenor of the scriptures, and especially by the assertion 
that “all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for instruction,” <fcc., (3(38,) and that “no scripture 
is of any private interpretation,” (369,) from which they in¬ 
fer that the scriptures may be understood by those who study 
them for the purpose of learning and obeying the truth. 

Thus have the children of the house of Israel been constantly 
sifted, and this process of sifting is still going on; for of the 
thousands who a few years since withdrew from the popular 
churches, and planted themselves upon the Bible for their 
guide, most of them, through the exertions of an influential 
and popularity-loving leader, are verging into the blinding 
shackles of sectarianism and church organization, with Baby¬ 
lonish formalities, while the true children are being sifted out 
from among them. 

Under the Jewish law and dispensation, the people were 
allowed to pursue the wealth, pleasure, and honor of the world 
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six days in tiic week ^ but on the sabbath day they were re¬ 
quired to suspend their selfish pursuits, and spend the day in 
works of devotion, hearing the reading of the scriptures, gain¬ 
ing instruction, and doing good to mankind; though the 
Pharisees forbid the doing of even good works on the sabbath; 
but Christ said to them, “ My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work/ 5 that is, on the sabbath day (370); and again, “It is 
lawful to do well on the sabbath day.” (271.) But now, under 
the gospel dispensation, the duties and privileges of Chris¬ 
tians are very different; for instead of seeking our own wealth 
and pleasure six days, it is made the duty and privilege of all 
who have embraced the terms, and partake of the glorious 
hope, to devote all their powers and abilities to doing good, 
and glorifying God with singleness of heart, seven days in the 
week; and to seek the wealth and popularity of this world 
not at all. Not that Christians should neglect secular busi¬ 
ness; for it is written, “Let him labor, working with his hands 
the thing that is good, (Why ? That he may be able to clothe 
himself according to the fantastical fashions of the world ? No, 
but) that he may have to give to him that needeth.” (372.) 
The leading and main motive in every true disciple of Christ 
must be a desire to glorify God; or, in other words, to seek 
his own salvation by obeying all the commandments. This 
is the only way in which we can glorify him ; for lie is perfectly 
independent of us, and w t c cannot do him any good, nor 
add anything to his glory, but by seeking our own eternal 
happiness in the way which he has directed. 

The most direct way to secure our own happiness, and eter¬ 
nal salvation, is to glorify God by love and obedience; and 
the most direct way to glorify God, is to seek our own salva¬ 
tion. The efforts of humanity to add anything to the glory 
of God, have been aptly illustrated by the anecdote of a very 
little child who was desirous of helping her affectionate father 
to carry some firewood into the house. She first requested 
her father to pick up the wood and place it in her arms; and 
next, that he would take her up and carry her with the wood 
in her arms. 

A true Christian, who obeys the Gospel, and trusts in 
Christ, is a truly wonderful and mysterious character; he 
is the “ Shulamite,” in whom appears “ the company of 
two armies.” (373.) He will place his entire depend¬ 
ence on God, while he puts forth effort and exertions as 
if both the glory of God and his own salvation depended 
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upon himself. -But his motives must be holy ; for whatever 
any person shall do for the sake of the wealth or honor of this 
world for himself is disobedient to the word of Christ. But, 
says one, Would it not be presuming on Providence to neglect 
to accumulate a little property as provision for old age? You 
may as well inquire whether it would not be presumption to 
take God at his word, and believe what he says; though even 
in this you would but intimate the sentiments of at least three- 
fourths of professed Christians. The proceeding of Abraham to 
-sacrifice his beloved son Isaac, was a rare case of presumption; 
and the children of the kingdom, who constitute the House of Is¬ 
rael, are called the children of faithful Abraham, and heirs of the 
promises made to Abraham through faith; and the faith here 
spoken of is confidence in God, and in the truth of his word. 
And this confidence is the grand distinguishing feature where¬ 
by the children are specially designated ; ani whereby the 
House of Israel—of which, though sifted among all nations, 
not the least grain shall fall to the ground—are distinguished 
from the tares of the field, which have no abiding life in them; 
or men of the world, who have their portion in this life. The 
true children of the kingdom are steadfast and constantly re¬ 
joicing ; they make it a point to obey all the commands and 
injunctions of Christ and his Apostles. They “ love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world” in its present 
state; but they love and worship Him by whom the world was 
made, and rejoice in Him; they also love one another. They 
endeavor to be meek, humble, kind-hearted, pure, and peace¬ 
able; also industrious, temperate, frugal in their own expenses, 
but liberal in benevolence. They are bold in confessing their 
faith, in praising God, and in teaching and admonishing others; 
not desirous of laying up treasures or wealth of any kind in 
this world, but confide in divine Providence; giving freely 
to him that asketh, and lending without hoping for compensa¬ 
tion ; forgiving and doing good to their enemies, who maliciously 
slander and injure them. They are fervent in prayer and re¬ 
joice in tribulation, having their hearts’ affection fixed on God 
and on the glorious salvation and inheritance which is promised 
them. 

Having sliowm from the scriptures that it is not profitable 
nor safe to be united to the popular churches, nor to follow 
the teachings of the popular clergy, it may be expedient to 
express more definitely the rules by which the saints may 
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judge the character of either. Do the churcir-membcrs gen¬ 
erally encourage the accumulation of wealth, and manifest 
more respect for the rich than for the poor ? Do they dress 
according to the most popular fashions of the world ? Do they 
seek worldly popularity by having a steeple and bell and splen¬ 
did pulpit to their church or meeting-house ? or by hiring a 
fashionable and eloquent pastor ? Do they appear more reli¬ 
gious on Sundays than other days of the week ? Do they 
employ clergymen of a particular sect, to the exclusion of those 
who hold different views ? Do they encourage a regular 
routine of ceremonies, (psalms singing by the choir, and prayer 
and preaching by the pastor,) and discountenance, as fanati¬ 
cal, either singing, praying, or speaking by the lay members ? 
All these are Babylonish features, and are in opposition to 
the spirit of the gospel. With regard to pastors or teachers, 
it is said that “ if they speak not according to this word , it is 
because there is no light in them” (374); also, “ If any 
man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, 
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine 
which is according to godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing,” 
Ac. (375); and the Apostle, after intimating that such are 
u men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing 
that gain [of numbers and wealth to the church] is godliness/’ 
admonishes “ from such turn away.” Does a clergyman teach 
for hire, and receive twice as much money for one day's work 
(on Sunday) as he would pay a laborer for six days’ work ? 
Does he assume an air of ministerial dignity, and dress in a 
peculiar clerical costume, according to popular clerical fashion ? 
Does he affect deep, solemn gravity in his conversation, and 
seek popularity by preaching in a polite, rhetorical style ? 
Does he teach for doctrines the inventions of men, which have 
no foundation in seriptures; and especially enjoin the keeping 
of the sabbath (as required by the pharisees, but not by Christ 
nor his apostles ?) Does he neglect to enjoin implicit obedi¬ 
ence to the commandments of Christ, as recorded in the ser¬ 
mon on the mount ? If so, there is no true light in him, and it 
is dangerous to follow him. A true Christian teacher will 
not preach for hire, but for love of God and of the truth. He 
will be humble, unassuming, and familiar in his manner; and 
will preach the plain, simple truth, irrespective of popularity, 
knowing that the children of light, and no other, will hear 
and appreciate his doctrine. 

With regard to weekly worship, it is good for Christians 
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to regard the first day of the week as a day of rejoicing, in 
commemoration of the glorious event, the resurrection of Christ; 
it is good for them to assemble and worship together, and 
encourage one another; but no enlightened Christian will 
observe this day as the sabbath of the decalogue. 

I shall conclude with a brief exhortation to all true children 
of the kingdom—all who are disposed to obey the command¬ 
ments of Christ—to rejoice and be glad. “ Let not your heart 
be troubled. ” You have nothing to prevent your joy, if you 
verily believe that all things work together for your good. 
xYll the tribulation of this world, poverty, sickness, opposition, 
and prosecution by friends or relations, are painful, but cannot 
prevent your joy in the blessed assurance of the divine favor. 
If you are troubled with a feeling of apathy and indifference, 
or, as one expressed it, feel as though you had no feeling, 
you may generally find relief by an hour’s close application to 
reading the scriptures, with prayer. This feeling is too often 
produced by worldly cares, and therefore you must u avoid 
carefulness/' Be not anxious for anything, but cast all your 
care upon the Lord, who caretli for you, whatever maybe your 
apparent circumstances and prospects. Do not harbor any 
doubts with regard to the willingness of the Lord to accept 
you; for you cannot better please him than by believing that 
lie regards you with kindness and love, and is willing to hear 
your prayers, and give you inheritance in everlasting glory; and 
that he watches over you, and will ever protect and provide 
for you. In giving advice or admonition to others, do not tell 
them what they must feel, what they must have, or what they 
must he; but tell them what they must do, and such duties 
only as are both practicable and reasonable. If, through any 
sudden excitement, you break over the divine law and do wrong, 
do not take time to mourn about it, (for that w T ould give the 
adversary an advantage,) but believe in a moment that Christ 
has forgiven you, and renew your vigilance in doing right: do 
not look back upon your faults, but look forward to Christ. If 
you have done wrong towards another person, by unkind words 
or otherwise, humble yourself, and confess your fault imme¬ 
diately, and it will prove a blessing to you. Hold fast your 
confidence unto the end; and if the glorious Lord does not 
appear in his glory before your death, you will be sure to sec 
him and all his saints then, immediately. Be faithful unto 
death, and you will receive the crown of life, which endurcth 
forever. (376.) Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 


TRUTH WILL NOT BE REVERED. 

Some of the “children of the kingdom,” who read the foregoing, 
will be ready to suppose that the array of evidence herein presented 
will carry conviction wherever it is perused. But the result will be 
far otherwise. The reverend clergy will not read it will candor and 
attention, when they find it opposes their fallacious theories; and the 
tares of the churches will not receive the clearest truths of the Bible, 
without the sanction of their ministers. The reprobate Jews thought 
it a sufficient argument against the integrity of Jesus, that their min¬ 
isters (the priests and Pharisees) did not believe on him; and so it 
will be to the end of the 'world. But if this brief treatise does present 
the truth, it is the voice of Christ; and his sheep mil hear his voice. 
But it is not written for the popular clergy; for the commandment of 
Christ concerning them is, “Let them alone: they be blind leaders 
of the blind.” (377.) 

READING TIIE BIBLE. 

It is important that every Christian who can read, should read the 
Bible through in order and with close attention, reading, if possible, 
at least ten chapters daily, and noting, by pencil marks on the mar¬ 
gin, such passages as appear most important or interesting, or which 
may be referred to in support of truth, or refutation of error. After¬ 
ward commence with the book of Psalms, and read in order through 
to the Revelations, noting other passages, many of which will appear 
more interesting than at the first. The passages thus noted should 
be often read in order, and associated with each other, till they be¬ 
come familiar. 


THE DIVINE BRANCH. 

The Unitarians, generally, disbelieve that Christ is very God, be¬ 
cause they cannot comprehend how he could be his own Father and 
his own Son; or how he could be a man making supplications to God, 
while he was himself God. It is not to be supposed that the mind of 
mortal man, which cannot comprehend itself, should be able to com¬ 
prehend its Creator; nevertheless there may be some illustrations pre¬ 
sented on the subject. In the prophetic scriptures, Christ is called 
the “Arm of the Lord,” (378,) and in several instance she is called “ The 
BRANCH.” (379.) lie is a Branch of God. Now, suppose a person 



should say, “I have seen a certain man.” It may be asked, Did you 
see his body? No; but I saw his face and his clothes. Well, sup¬ 
pose you had seen only one of his hands, you would yet aver that you 
had seen the man: and this even, although the hand had protruded 
through the wall or ceiling, while the body of the man was in another 
room. Again, suppose the man had power to change the form of his 
hand to that of a face, with eyes and mouth, and should thereby con¬ 
verse with you: should you not have thus conversed with the man 
himself? Certainly, even although his body was at a distance, and 
engaged at the same time in other business. The hand would be a 
branch of the man ; and he that secth the hand sceth the man, even 
although the hand should converse with the man, and the man with 
the hand. As it was said by Christ, lie that seeth me, secth the 
Father; and the hand, in the case supposed, could say. The words 
that I speak, I speak not of myself, but they are the words of the man 
whose hand I am. 


RELIGIOUS SINGING. 

With regard to religious singing, every person who has been ob¬ 
servant of the Methodist or Baptist churches, well knows, and no one 
will deny, that new converts, while under the influence of love and 
joy, are fond of lively tunes, and a lively style of singing; but that, 
in proportion as they afterward become cold and indifferent, they pre¬ 
fer flic more cold and formal tunes, slowly and languidly sung. And, 
notwithstanding the severe rebuke of the Lord to those who “have 
left their first love,” (380.) the cold-hearted pastors generally en¬ 
courage the cold, fashionable psalmody in preference to the true song* 
of Zion. 


UNIVERSAL IMMORTALITY. _ 

The popular and generally-received opinion, that all men arc im¬ 
mortal, appears almost ridiculous in view of the light of scripture on 
the subject, in which is conspicuouslj* presented the fact that Christ 
only gives immortality; and the saints are admonished to seek for 
immortality (which is eternal life) through him. (381.) The evidences 
of immortality ore faith, love, joy, peace, gentleness, meekness, and 
temperance. The doctrine of universal immortality is inseparable 
from that of the endless torment of the wicked: and the tendency 
thereof is to induce men to calculate, that if they- arc not very wicked, 
they cannot be subject to such immense punishment, and will there¬ 
fore be saved. They consequently indulge in genteel and fashionable 
churches, merely to escape hell; and the honest saints, who desire 
ealr a (ion, are thus deluded and misled by the popular churches. This 
erroneous doctrine supposes that sinners will never have received their 
full punishment, ami that the justice of God will never be fully satis¬ 
fied. But the scriptures declare emphatically that “ the Lord is gra¬ 
cious and full of compassion, and good to all; and his tender mercies 
arc over all his works” (382); and it is impossible to reconcile this 
with the idea that he has created men in such a state as to be subject 
to unavoidable eternal misery. 
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PREPARING FOR DEATH. 

Much has been said, and probably much more will be said, by the 
blind formalists, about preparing to die; and many persons intend 
that when they are a few years older, they will prepare for death. 
This idea is doubly erroneous; first, because they are already pre¬ 
pared to die , and only need preparation to live; and second, because 
a delay of preparation is virtually a final refusal. If they are not 
ready now, there is no probability that they ever will be ready, until 
it is too late. They may, indeed, make a formal preparation, like the 
culprit who is under sentence of death, who, through the training of 
the clergy, is persuaded that he has succeeded in deceiving the Lord 
concerning the state of his heart, and that, consequently, he will be 
saved; but all, or nearly all such preparation, is fallacy and delusion. 
Every sinner should know that the only opportunity to prepare for 
life is the present. If he rejects the proffered terms to-day, his faith 
will be weaker to-morrow, his love of sin will be stronger, and his 
desire for salvation will be more faint. Let him commence to-day 

WHAT IS CONVERSION ? 

Conversion, in the common and general sense, means a change from 
one thing to another; and, applied to men, it generally refers to a 
change of opinion. Conversion to Christianity, means strictly, such 
conviction of the truth of the gospel as produces full obedience there¬ 
to ; for it is absurd to suppose a man to be in reality convinced, unless 
the conviction induces a corresponding change of conduct. And noth¬ 
ing short of true faith or conviction will in any case produce implicit 
obedience; therefore, whoever obeys the gospel is converted. Never¬ 
theless, conversion, in a more full and perfect sense, implies a radical 
change from mere humanity to a degree of divinity—partaking of 
the divine nature—a union of humanity with Christ, who in reality 
becomes the life and. soul, the sentiments and taste, desires, affections, 
and other passions of the person thus converted. By this change, a 
human person becomes immortal. But the conversion required by 
the Lord, as a condition of acceptance and salvation, is an honest 
disposition to obedience. The conversion required by many of the 
modern churches, is a certain supernatural experience, which is sim¬ 
ply the receiving of the Holy Ghost. But this is not a saving conver¬ 
sion ; for there are multitudes who have experienced that blessing, 
as a token of encouragement, and manifestation of the willingness of 
God to accept and save them, but who have, nevertheless, become neg¬ 
ligent and indifferent, and some of them have become profane infidels. 
Some hold the erroneous opinion that if a person is once blessed with 
the gift of the Iloly Ghost, it is an infallible evidence of his election, 
and that lie can never finally fall away. But the cases of Saul (of 
Gibeali) and of Balaam should be sufficient to refute that position. 
The only infallible evidence of election, is humble and pci^evering 
obedience to all the commandments of Christ. 

TIIE LOCATION OF TILE KINGDOM. 

The Lord conspicuously calls the earth his kingdom , when, speaking 
of the events of the second advent, he says, “ They shall gather out of 
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his kingdom all things that offend, and do iniquity.” (383.) No person 
will suppose that heaven is here alluded to as the kingdom, for there 
arc none therein which do offend and do iniquity. What is implied 
by “binding the tares in bundles to be burned” (384) may not be 
perfectly understood; but it is certain that there are some people who 
are afraid to join any of the popular clubs, lodges, churches, and 
other associations, which so greatly abound at the present time, lest 
they should be found in one of the tare-bundles before mentioned: 
for it is noticed that the binding of the bundles is prior to the general 
harvest, the second advent, when the saints shall be caught up to 
meet the Lord, (385,) and stand upon the sea of glass, (380,) while 
the heavens are on fire, and the things that arc upon the earth are 
being burned up. (387.) 

TIIK BURNING HEAVENS. 

In regard to the “heavens being on fire,” as predicted by the 
apostle Peter, (388,) it is an event so perfectly consistent with the 
well known laws of nature, that it is a manifest miracle that has 
prevented its occurrence hitherto. It is well knowrn that hydrogen 
gas is constantly evolved from the vegetation of the earth; and be¬ 
ing much lighter than the component parts of atmospheric air, very 
naturally rises to the surface thereof, being partly mixed therewith. 
It is also generally known that a mixture of hydrogen gas with at¬ 
mospheric air, constitutes a highly combustible compound. If, there¬ 
fore, the least spark of electricity should approach the upper regions 
of the atmosphere, the heavens would suddenly be on fire, and the 
earth would be enveloped in a spherical sea of flame. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

It is curious to observe, that among the clergy and church members 
arc found the most strenuous advocates of the custom of murdering 
offenders. Look at the inconsistency. They generally profess to be¬ 
lieve that wdien a person’s body dies, his soul goes directly to a state 
of sublime joy, or to incessant and intolerable pain. Now, suppose it 
w as known to a certainty, that the culprit would go to heaven : would 
the advocates of the death penalty desire to reward his crimes by ma¬ 
king him immediately happy, far above the highest prosperity of this 
world? Such a course, in such a case might prove an inducement to 
crime. But, on the other hand, if it was known that the criminal 
would be consigned to immediate and endless torment, would the same 
death advocates w’illinglv put him in that horrible state? No, not 
one. The fact is too glaring to be denied, that the advocacy of 
capital punishment evinces utter infidelity or unbelief of any such 
thing as either happiness or misery beyond this present life. The 
right course, with regard to murderers, is plain: theyshouldbe safely 
restrained, by imprisonment or otherwise, from doing further mis¬ 
chief, and placed beyond the reach of executive clemency or pardoning 
power. They should be w T ell treated in general; but if it be requisite 
to make examples of criminals for the purpose of intimidating others, 
let them be safely shackled, and frequently exposed to view in the 
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public streets. This would be less objectionable than the harsh and 
needless cruelty to which many are secretly subjected in modern State- 
prisons. 


THi: TRUE SABBATII DAY. 

Two travellers, a Christian and a Jew, left Jerusalem on a Friday 
morning, on a journey to California, in America; the Jew by the way 
of Gibraltar and New York, and the Christian by the way of the Persian 
Gulf and Singapore. Each arrived at San Francisco in 1212 hours, 
which to the Jew (travelling west) was fifty days; but to the Christian 
(travelling east) •was fifty-one days: so they both arrived in the mor¬ 
ning of the day which to the Christian was the first day of the week, 
(Sunday,) but to the Jew it was the seventh day (Saturday.) So they 
would unite in keeping the sabbath on the same day. 

READ THIS ALSO. 

It is well known that nearly all religious publications obtain their 
popularity through the influence of the clergy, whose sectarian theories 
are thereby favored and supported, rather than by any peculiar merits 
of the works themselves. 

llut this humble offering can have no such favor nor advantage, 
and therefore cannot be expected to become popular. The publisher, 
though poor, has procured the printing of a small edition for the pur¬ 
pose of gratuitous circulation; and will send them free to those who 
may ask for them, through the mail or otherwise. Nevertheless, he 
will sell them for 12.} cents per copy, and will have no objection to 
receiving small remittances from those who may approve of the work, 
to enable him to issue another edition. To those who may be dis¬ 
posed to buy them for distribution, or to sell again, they will be fur¬ 
nished for one dollar per dozen, or five dollars per hundred copies. 


All who read this pamphlet are requested to lend it to their neighbors. 
Let no one condemn the whole treatise on account of supposed errors 
in part; but commend in proportion as they approve of any part 
thereof. 


Editors, to whom copies of this may be sent, are respectfully re¬ 
quested to express their opinions thereon, whether in favor or adverse; 
and also extend notice that a copy will be sent to every editor who 
may send a single number of his paper to the publisher hereof. 
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SOCIAL DEVOTION. 


1. While men of the world for its wealth are contending. 

Expecting its pleasures will last many years, 

We look for our King in his chariot descending, 

And confident wait till his glory appears. 

We prize not the world, nor regard tribulation, 

For we are appointed to glory refined; 

We’ll worship our King with sublime adoration. 

And love one another as he has enjoined. 

2. 0 brethren beloved, let us look at this wonder, 

We’re chosen of God to be heirs with his Son; 

No power exists that can part us asunder, 

For he will perfect what his love has begun. 

With raptures of joy we will praise our Creator; 

His wonders of goodness no language can tell; 

He’ll make us partake of his own divine nature, 

And bring us within his bright kingdom to dwell. 

3. Rejoice in the Lord, and give praise to the Saviour; 

Obey his commands, and abide in his love; 

He draws us with bands of divine love and favor. 

And soon he will call us to meet Him above. 

0 praise ye the Lord! sing with love and devotion— 

The ransom is paid, and salvation is near; 

The signs have appear’d, and the world’s in commotion— 

Our glorious Redeemer will “ quickly” appear. 

4. Lord, give us thy spirit of pure adoration, 

And bless all thy children, wherever they are; 

We’ll praise our dear Saviour, who bought our salvation, 

And hope soon to meet Zion’s King in the air. 

0 come, blessed Jesus, in brilliant hurora, 

There’s nothing on earth that can give us delight; 

Come quickly, and call us to meet thee in glory, 

To praise thee with joy in thy kingdom of light. 

5. 0 meet with us now, while assembled before thee, 

And make “ our hearts burn” with thy presence, dear Lord : 
Give faith, love, and meekness, and pow’r to adore thee. 

And sanctify us through the truth of thy word. 

All glory to God! we have peace like a river, 

And on thy sure promise we safely depend; 

With anthems of joy we shall praise thee forever— 

Our joys have begun, but they never will end. 














